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INTRODUCTION 


Purpose of the Thesis 

During the study of the Histery of the Yarly 
Christian Chureh, i became intensely interested in, and 
profoundiy impresescd by the remarkable influences whieh 
St. Augustine and St. Francia had upon the people of 
their Vine. And 1\ ceomed a6 strauzge Aow two men of 
gue Vastly ditferent types could be leaders of the 
world thought. ‘Their life stories become the Life 
history of their time, and more truly, thelr conversion 
experLlences reflect tue strusgles whies Christianity 
fought with the world, It is, therefer:, wy purpose 
4o meke e comparison of the changes which took place 
curing the gonverelone of these two grest leaders of 


the Christian faith, 


Limitations 

it becomes necessary te Gontiae tue meter Lal 
of this thesis to t-.9 early iife of St. Augustine and 
St, Hrancis througa tue gouvursion yours. 

tae Lleex of securave data regarding the Life 
of St. Praiieis maxes £t neeessary to depend upon legends 
end the cond usiens drawn by both Catholic and Protestant 


students of hig life, 
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Geneval Plan 

fo give the reader a foundation of knowledge 
of the leading facts of tas lives of taese two sainte 
a chapter shall be given to & deserlption of sack of 
them, ine years of conversion saall be treated most 
oarefully, and at donsiaaredis Levigti in taese chapters, | 
in order that acourate gonglusions way thereby be draw 
eoucerning the facts of the echenge., ina tae taird and 
last shapter will be given a eomparison of the unique 


axperiences, showing tue similerities and dissimilarities, 


an 
(ky 
eye " 


8 ie K, 
1 


CHART aii Osi J 


THE LIFB OF. SALAL AUGUSRING 


2 A History of tho @poeh 


The mame and life of St. Augus.iinue are linked - 


(With a "@ying empire", He game inte the world in ilme to 
see 6 onceeglorious bution "swoon away" Lovo deGudences 


foo often tue caase of the fall of tne Ronen Supire is 


attributed only to tue virbaric inWasions mude b, the | 
vermenie tribes, Grantin, thelr yowir cnc rie 
tHe, could oordly overcome a netion wnose foreas wane 7 
gtrongl,; united. Looking benecth the wurfees,we sea ri 
«a #erm whieh h @ been slowly erting at | 
i ing | Unrives 


Se wierd : The corrurtion wlihin,wes so slow an 


by the immediate eraving for luxury and pleusur> 
ave few people heard ths warnings of the eurly Christian, 
; : UWL f : ae 
i aa! 1. ff y aitty Fe aa - eer re, Pulte Shalt 4 

Lice Amos,thne propust of old sno dshounced/righteoumesg, 

whe early .caares futhers vebuked tue world for its sing, 
Grogory Nazianzen deseribed them as," reposing in splendor 
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i.bertrand, Louis: Sain. Augustine LD,Apoleton and Comps 
= iaw 40rk, 17923. 
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(dereafter referred to asi Bertrondes.e) 


Pant, 
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ee 
gelled out, "Zuima of your vileness and your LLG diy (mat o8e 
whether you ave wortay of divine protection," | At the base 
of tie Corruption lay tao Luflueneso of pugend ate vor @ 
tuduscnd years the world hid been Cod woon Lis poison, 
deathenton aod caused thao destruction of several grect eme 
plres, and now, in its last breath, 1t wem to sap tae life 
fron the Romen “mpire, But the world waa not laft to oom 
plete dagredation, for Christianity, which horetofors had 
been workins mightily under eover,wee ready to break its 
eheins and goin the heights of powsr--varrying the world 
og its prise, 


in the year 511 Adele, under Cotistanting, Christian- 


‘ity was finally adopted as tae legul Lelithe At tas baptiem 


of Coustantine, this emperer, the ampire joined konds with 


tae guurek, 4 union wee formed, woieu, though 1% brought 


Chrlatianlty to tie foreground, brougint also a future of 


moet. severs pana After a brief roretion to paganism 


under sucsediag ampesrors, henthenism fell “like the base 


re] 


less fabric of a vision, 3 leaving no reek behinds Thes 
words were on the lips of ites lesdert*® 0 Galilean, thou 
ueet gonquered", The world, however,could not be rid of 


the influence of pyaguniom with the stroke of a pon. 


‘Ae the ohuroh embraced the " Mass of population, .i% 


t,oochaftf, xhilip tuiatery of tne micuen Pauren » 214,0.1 27 
Charles Seribner Soug, ew York. 1925 


(dereufter referred to sa 3 Sehaff, Ulatory: 
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reciived into its bowom,deposits of Poreligu m.iterlul Left 
over from hoathonium", | fo ghange an entire civilization 
meant grievous suffering, “ fteoply heslt.tad between the 
holif of yesterday and tas belief of tomorrow, Conseil ences 
were divided," Were tuay to follow tae vision before them, 
they would be"fulss to their cead",How were they to choose? 
to understand fully the magmetia power of the japan sui bs 


we must loox through the eyes, and feel the passionate 


pulseebesnt of ons whose very soul bor? the senre of the 


longs struggle. As with Augustine, so with the empire, se first 
fought the world's battle in his own lifs; avd the " Western 


io 


soul is marked with the stamp of hic souls" 


Thageste,the nome of Ausustine, wos a emsll, un~ 
importont village in thefertile provines of Numidia,in 
hortwa Afriea, There is no doubt thet this free town was a 
spo. of reel benuty. the waters of the Nile freshen the 
lend end give fertility tbh «11 the country, Numidia sur- 
passes the surroundin; ecuntry in the line of netursl 
beauty. " Wide stretenes of woodlands, rounded hill 
suumits,streems ond torrente whieh pour through the 
valleys and glens".seces,thsts2 are the gifts of naturs to 


Thagasts.? 


1.dehaff, uistory, Lad pp BREEDS bs 


f,bertr:nd, pe4 fz 


seibia 9 Del 5Le 


4e 
Despite the euhanoing boawuty,Thaagaste was no uveet, but 
rathory oa hindrance to Auguetine. Sugh o Little tow, se 
Limited in educational advantoges, @ould not adequately 
train the vigorious wind of Augustine, Imetead, 1t was 
nedsgeary to take him from a home of gontile Chrivtion 


town 
influenes and send hite to a forsignu/where pageniem 


domineted wil life, Sehaff! saye that the learning of 
duguetine wae not aqual to hie gorlu@e Bo doubt tule wos 
@ue to the handieap of « omall town like fhagasta. 

Om tae otaer hand, Thogaste, Lo@uted at tas 
junction of the wolletruvelad Roman voude, turmisahad ibe 
Oltisene with vivid pietures of tue typieod semen lifes 
Indeed, thage S4ull pleeges were models of Home; tasy had - 
ta@ir gublig bathe, Gircusce, PELLOMIMed, oh tueeters, 
fo the imaginative lad, taese amusements furnished 


; 
gupreme saticfuvation, 


Setiie Feully 
Auguetine'e father, Patrielus, wae e typlost 

Homenised Afrigans de held an offies in tas town eouneil 
and #25 tharafere, a man of moderate means. satrlelus was 
& pagem, and deubtlese gurad littie for the stern proeties 
of the Cnrkstion faith. Some writers speck of alu au a 
mou irrateabla, senounl, one brutal BReatiien; bat surely 

. suguetins, wao in bia post-oonversion deye showed such 


unrestrained devotion to aig motusc,in dafenwe of har, 


TeBertrand, peidifls 


Metta Ini ae 26: nilod ® eo’ D. 
aay aoe | 
; | ane ie kes’ a 


be 
would have at least, mentioned tiv abuses of lo fethear 
upon Wwonntere In all aie weltings, Augudtine romaine 
strangely wilant about nie fotuerpdowever, he intimates 
several times thet Retrieus aed high ambitions for his 
sona,end even seecrifiesd for tiem, Augustine seyet" “ho 
di@ mot extol my father, for that beyind the ebility of 
nis meone, he would furntesi his oon with all the nesess-— 
arios for hia studiest sake?" Gn the Other hand, setrielus 
was indifferent towo.rd Garistionity., Of this Augustine 
Gayo,"But tae seme fatace bead no gonesrn now i grew toe 
ward thee, or now ghaste L were, Bo tast 1 were bub Qope 
ious in sgeseh,” Shortly before his death, in Augustine! s 
gaventeents geor, S6tricius must Bevo turmad to tas Chriet~— 
tun feith, for Augustine refers to Kim so * but « entechumen, 
How slneere he was in tae now faith as do not imow, Fox no 
other mention is made of him, 

AS PegeBiem found in Patrieiue suseepiibls ehemnels 
for exerting ite influenes, so Christionity depended upon 
Honmnies for vlenting the saed of the faith, to nurture it, 
and to build strong wellea of unylelding persistenes for the 
reoloiming of har wayward oon, Mommies hed desesnded from 
e@ femily wzhien asd for man; generutions, remained steadfost 
in the Christion faivas “ Her riah @ifie of mind ond heart 
ware develope: by « good Cavleticn education, in overy 


respect, sao lived « most meble ond gious life, arid nurtured 


1, Confessions of Sts Ausuatinea, (trenglated by “Uelbe Pusey) 
iveryaam's Library, demsDant snd Sone ew York 


wy 


Book 1, (5) (Haveaftar veterred to agiConfsesions, ) 


“ini il wads Wee Sashit ta dain 
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hor @hlldren with devoted diligenes, iomniew never quarrale 


od with hor husband on sgeount of his unbellal; she mat ais 


violent outbursts of tempor with meekneua and goatlonenuas 


Lt was sleo by means of her wnoowpromising determination 
wnieh luy bemeata her pationes umd Aludness that won the 
reepeet, and finally, the admiration of her husbands ” 

fo vigatly estimate tug influence whieh Monnies 
hed upon the gonvorsion of Augueatine,ia an entirely diffieult 
task, Lhe Gatholic Churen has slweys revered her as « gentile 
asint of the Chureh, In tha Confessions of Si, Augustine 
we find expression of a deep affection between mother and 
gon, However ,we eon herdly depend upon these early writings 


of Augustine for an securste sstimets of Lomnicsa's influenes. 


This piece of work was written only a few years efier hig 


gunversion,when the sting of romerse for His pas. sins was 

411 foremost in nie mind, At this time he would naturall, 
Zive Sis highest preive to his motnar anc forget tne tives 
when she hed tormented sim with her pleaGings., in ais yerrs 
of windering,Auguetine resented her weeping and walllnogile 


tried to ovide her end even fled from her, In vruth, it wee 


Monnies who expelled the youth from home,thus lesving im to 


arift into desver sins; it was Monnies who sdvised him to 
put ewey his mistress, the one wiom ke loved se dearly; ond 


4¢ wee Momnies wio maée «11 the plans for tae marricee, and 


1,oehal?, Philips Life ond labors of 5%, Augustine 
Chorles Seribner's some, Haw fork 1054 
be 19 ( devoufter referred to us: senatt, Lite ) 


CeBartiraund ps. 2) £,. 
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| ay, oh urged wa om bo Low i delivvdehat Luooe bighdsmiey wilon eal 


hs reloted sci cab eigen of tie extreme anxiety of 


garaful ea conclderationa of the emall every dey ee 
Aties of his life, On the other aynd, this early Chrietion | 


mother won the one who prepored the first coll and plonted 


the eeeds of the Christian feith in he: son, Im opite of hiv 


waywordmere, Augustine no doubt: Often reeniled tha joy ond 
penee whet evme from tha Chrietdon virtuet, wony tlase he 


beeume eiek of theddemonde of the orld, 


1.°o gmeki : » Rays ao gYent « simner® 


fo thie aclf seeom end Nal? Christicn faally, 
4ureliac duguctingue wee born on the thirteenth, cay ar 
Rovenber, 354 debe wee not baptized «t birth on aeeount 
er the eonvictions @ e® Sormmies mauely, Pitint She sins follow~ 
ing the geqrament ware far more gerhous then those tad 
preceded. . 

arom wis birth, dugustine Was Under the most pPro- 
found Carigtian influcnes. from his devoted mother he in» 
Moleé tae CVnrictian spirit, said surly learmsd te lisp aut 
pray ors to Gods ivan thouga these “ jeriae of platy were 


-govered by tie weeds of youtnfal vioo end impure luste*, 


le howtrand, pe5i f 


wy 
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thay wero"neves waodly smovhered"s sh08e garly yours of 
training otuaped upon ala a burnin; desire for Gods ond 11 
Liao lag hie life he felt ho felt the"sud agne Of Kia youth» 
ful fupreactone", | 
| but with the goming of achool days, Augustine went 
out from this good environment of gowtile Corietien ploty, 
to mingle with bie little psagen friends of the street. 
Prom them he learnadttne art of ohesting ln games end steale 
from oollarés, | | | | | 

saguetine hued sonool} he badd 4 Borrer of Greck 
graamar.sie Learnad. omly pecause 2 wag foreed to iti ae gaye 


* if igle in learning, 1 wus bento ae 


2» o¢@nool deys 
4%: ao age of fourteen, Ausuotine wos teken away from 
s 
bis home end sleesd in « typleeal peg rm town, Madcupe, It was 


here ths. the lead got his firet glimpses of « busy semen highe 


of thethgathen gods, His senses of benuty was eherme! by tha 
pileturseque views that eurrounded Kim, the dagzling aplendor 
ef tue “Sualdien lights" set fire to uals sonal vive natura, 
it wie in dadeurs, not sUgustins "gsatherau Wye kaae Vas 
seeds of sensations,and images whieh leter ware to burst 
into flery bolling metaphors in the gonfasslons", chee 


gtataen, teaples, theatras, superntitions, genus Vlonsal 


16 Seunkf 2 wila, De 12 


% Confeneione, Look I, (10) 
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Pleasures and festivals were hardly tue things to hand 


over to a youth who possessed so lively an imogination 
as Augustine had, To dm, Wadeure was o " miragulous 
world, where everything charmed nis senses end his mind, 
and everything stimulated his precocious instinet for 
beauty". During these years of living indifferently with 
pagans and Christiens, Augustine gradually slipped fer- 
ther ond farther away from Christianity. Aside from the 
social life of the town, the teaching was pagan in tone. 
" WiF¥eil wes his passion "; ho poured over its contents, 
with 
ang stimulated cis young mind /tne"acare-rending charm of 
the romnatiic stery ". He lived wita nis love heross and 
heroines; ne rejoiced wnaen they were victorious and wapt 
when theg were defeated. this youtn of Lifteen was wiaware 


OREN a oe 
of the damser that lay behind -the lusts of tie flesh, 


3» "I walked the streats of Babylon * 


Having finished his juvenile studies as Madeura, 


Augustine eames home anc remained there during his sixteenth 


year until "expenses for a furtker journey to Carthage" be 


provided,"During this season of idleness, the briers of un- 
clean desires grew rank over my nead, ond there was no hand 


to root them out." Here was the youth whese.mind was satur~ 


ated wits stories of nis pagen loves, and about whom at every 


turn lurked temptations that seemed to entice his nutural 


"podily senses end overwhelm his sensitive life of resson, 


1. Bertrand, p. 47] ff. 


a a 


a | *) 
the whato fumed funed up and beelouded nie seart” thet he 
gould nov"dLeeerm elear brightness ow loveofrom the fog @f 
Lluptfulnaae.s Furthermore, there seemed to be mo one whh 
goull "abtemper my discorcek", Patriclus,who rosliaed that 


hie @on ha! renehod the marriogsble age, wented to find « 


wife for. suguetine, But iiennics, «ho wae anxious for har son 


to besoue femous im hie studies, refused to eonaider otner 
powslbilitias. im gpite of ner warnings "ne. to eommit forni- 
gation", the youth oniy ambled ot Bln wovacr awwomomly odmone 


itions ond gontinues to "wallow du tae alive" of tas pogon 


i 


#IN Gs 


te * In the ordinary coumss of study, I f=11 upon 
a certsin book” | 

In his seventeenth year, Augustine weg sent to Cure 
thage to continue his studies end to srepoure for wablis 
effies.s this ity neld mang “allurements in reserve*, dere 
#69 the trues Aomon gronduer--fpr Curtiagea, wale ranked only 
seeond to tome, wloo mud 1t6 toaples conseerated to the gods, 
ite pogam canetucries, tasatres, stadiums, and enphithentras 
ow @oulG am a@tive ming iike Suguse.ine's remain indifferent 
in toe sidat of Gil thie speetuels of tue world? in addition 
to the soolal attrectiony, therewns » “Lively aummary of the 
religions and philosophies of the day", anc Auguetine wae 


BL - * 
free to teet taem all, ‘While wt senool in Carthage, he 


i, Confessions, book IL (2) 


‘fe Bortrend, pel]? ff. 
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was ettraete by o gong of rowdles, who eslled thomsclves 
" Tho Wreekora", Augustine wie overgome with shame becauna 
he could not ksop puee with them, Navartheless, hie prida 
was swelled to arrogoney when ho beeawe tas chief of his 
class, Gradually, he became more interested in books of 
elequencs, 

Une day while preparing nie studies, huguatine be- 
gon to read 4 @ortain boow of GCleero, called dortensius, 
Rell of « waddan a groot unexpeetead Ligatesione between the 
lines, Hic heart throbbed", His wiole soul resehed out 
from the depths of carkness to grasp the vision thet daze 
ied before nim” thie moment of illumination and dise 
covery,cet the youth on the right treil, Heratofore, his 
soul hod been faintly longing for something, but knew not 
wheat Now, he wis eartain tht it was Truth whieh he muat 
strive to ottain, In this experience, Augustine stood upon 
tha mountain top and gaw benind aim ,the Valley froa 

waleh he had gome, and aheud of aim tue “promised lend", 
Asalisimg his lusbllity to joseess 1%, we dresmed of 
rene@uing 1% some day, There @on ve mo doubt, thon, toot 
tuis moment of iutellsetwal owekening Morked the becinne 
ing of 2is life-long struggle wiieh would finally 
Leud nim to find rest in God, tvon this intelleetu:l 
appecl did not free him from the desi ves ef the world 
yet it stimuleted him in the seoreh for Truth, Cicrre's 


book wav instrument to “ween a youthPul mind from the 


1, Bartrand, p. 7V ff, 
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wild life of » otudent to intrompoeetion and the study of 
tho highoet questions, Thin wae seturlly secomplished in 
Auguetines”’ Tho book Le Lome to us, but Augustine his 
preseved 6 few of 146 phravedy “1? we biva & woul Immortal 
and Givine, Lt behooves us to tidnk, thot the more 1b hoe 
preserved Ate Woyeseesin Ponson, love, ont puryult of truun- 
ami tae Lewait has lnteraingled wits stuine én bugen error 
end pousion thy gaslor 14 wlll be fos 4. te vraioo dheelf 
and gear sygoln to the etiese” Theee words eguld well 
sat frso tae storm of perplexitios ond longings taot svalle 
(3 ap in Aaguatine' a hearts” 

de bagem to ge hie woy.out; ne auger" 1 Lotted Wh ta 
an inerediblle burning desire for/inmortals ty of wisdom". 
jis “parposes ond @eelres"now turned in him, Ue wig lege 


ih 


eoneerned ubouwt the eloquenes and etyl: of the book; 
ruther,ite contents became food for ale eoul whieh “ourn- 
od withim dim to romount fram gartaly thange™.? 

Augustine gove Ale abeelute davotion to the seameh 
for tratn, Bat avrungaly, Gigavo @ould not vaca nie Prom 
LG eemeusl desires. we Ting Ly dissovared wii 4% Lefts 
aig "seligious life otill aungry, aad guve hia no power 
of seli-meetery*", Clesro had mat tede him «my better 
tiem Be woe before, However, the one thing 11+ bed done 


for hin wap te Lead nim from" on amoty and triflines cxatance 


i» Harmyek ,4tolf: Monseticiom & Confesrions of Ot, Auguetine 
Gere Putnam’ s Jone New fork 
ayAey (Havenftor raferrod to gConZessions ) 
?eBertrond, Pe 29 fe 


4, Con’aseions, book III, (5) 
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to eovfonn palf-exasination ond to searen for truth". 


2e "I resolved to band my mind to the Holy Seripturen" 

One in postension of « mind like Auguetine'ts, 
would search to the very depths for the lest drop. Througne 
out his life, be spplied this tost to all things, linmeciate- 
ly he begonm to look for Christ ia hie sewly found treasure; 
but Christ wae nol there, He then turned to tae Seriptures 
to see if baey eontcined any of nis newly ound pitlosephy. 


ie beileved that by the intellect he mignt Learn bo know 


God, Ags he reed tae gospol, Be saya, "Lt sesmen to me une 


worthy to be goepared to the stateliness" of the arent 
philosophers, fo nim tne siwple words of the Bible were 
only for the minds of Little onss, and"1 disécined to be 
a Littls one, mud swollen wits prida, took mysal? to be a 
great one"s* Ho turned his baek woon the siaple but ero@ 
found truths of Gods where gould he go for setiafoation? 
liorteneius proved te be only a stimulant which hod sent 
nim out seerehing for mors. About Lim on every nond, 
agre taese wno beralded taeir religions with loud volecs. 
md realizing it not, the youtazul Augustine turned aside 


from the path whieh way to led him to the highest good, 


1, Harneck, Confessions pe 147 f, 


2%, Confessions, Book III, (2) 
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1» "I foll amons mon proudly doting” 
Truth} Truth} truth! wore the words thet rang in 
thi eore of Augustine, ag he listencé to tho Manicheicta. 
Hungry as he was for reality, he flung himeelf in their 
midst » He enrolled himself es a entechumen, end begen to 
study seriously, Most of the doctrines of tus Mnmieheans 
were contained in large, abtraetive pogks, wilea were 
written by thelr founder, Mani, Taslr chief appeal to men 
ef fine minds was tarough retionelism, Lney also conecul- 
ad taciyr doetrinecs in seeretes, But the tiuing wilen best 
hele Augustine to the feith was tae principle whieh «llow- 
ea "Ohrist o high rank", ond yet grve a reasonable golution 
to the problem of good end evil. the duelicsle eresd of 
Mmnieheiem procleimed thet there exieted two foress in the 
world, nemely, in nature“- light ead derkness, and in mane- 
good end evil, God controlled all the good of the world 
and the devil ,a11 the evil,This theory gripypedt Augustine, 
becsuse here he found a aayen for bis conucilonee, Singe the 
soul owed its allegiance to sae Goad ali the body, to tne 
devil, Augustine concluded tact he coula serve Goa with 
his soul suc yet excuse himself for tae inaulgences of 
temoratites 
the influonegse ef wonnies upen acer son is inten 
woven 80 much imto His conversion experiences thnt it is 


best to reserves thie treatment of this material until we 


1. Hearnack : Confessions, Pe 1508, 


AI se 


i? 
have gone through some of the experlenees with Augustine. 
Therefore, im passing we shall cite incidents whieh we 
shell Later eee have a direet bearing upon the whole story, 


2. Mihere thou, there he also" 

IN his twentieth yernr, Augustine returnea to Tha- 
gaéte where he taught rhetoric in tho cenools, With nim, 
he brought his goneubine +» Homniea was heart broken when 
she discovered that ner gon hind agquireu 30 meny of the 
"nodern bellefs " of the time.She remonaetrated snd repuked 
him for his errors,but Augustine only rebelled. ALtar B 
brief tine,Monnieca expelled aim from her noussnold, By this 
act she was only adding coals to the Lire, becuuse Aomanianus 
@ weelthy friend,opened the doors of his house te the youth 
This stmosyhere of luxury led Augustine to care for nothing 
but pleasure and flattery, Uesnwhile, Monniece prayed most 
plesdingly for the d-liveranee of her wayward aen. She soon 
raeliged the serious micteke shs hot wishes One nigh. there 
geome to her,s drean, whieh sonfirmed her deeivions. Bie 
dreumed thet, walle grisving and weeping wits her" feat 
plantoc on w wooden rule",a youtn cane to hor ana askec Ahe 
reason for her sorrow and tears, "Wnen she told fim that 
ghe was baweiling my pordition, he bad ser be of g00d come 
fort--for Waers sie was there was I elso. Sne looked and 
sau me ttanding by her sige on the seme rule", Immediately, 
Mommies ecllea her son home, told him of the dream) but he 


only laughed at her, saying that, "sinos both cre standing 


Pee amgarviah cht 18 leh aegis "eal yo, ohn 


emt saline AGRE Od iy. Liens ae 


ends Ate eit. Hore Rabson Tk ene ae 


oh 5 ot a hin Oe 
aes gl 


iow ete 


16. 
on tno some rule, thot moans that you are « Monichsan," LUT» 
"Hot" to Monndeu Lt wan glear tant tae volow asd not Buy, 
“nero Re io there you will bw, but where you ure av will 
i oa" Sevortnheless, Monnies wtill elung to aer convietions, 
and Gontinued to plesa for ner Boe 
3» * Thou belf of ay goul 
“hile in Thagoste, Augustine hed hie firet exper. 
ienee with derth. A friend, whom he ealls, Rtnou nelf of 
my soul" died very suddenly, they hod Seen playmates ond 
school-fellows cies thelr early childhood days, Tne youn: 
friend had fallen seriously 111 with « fever, lespairing 
hie roeevery neo wee baptiseds However, 1° 8008 graw by vter 
and woo clmest reetorea to neulthe One Gay ealig visiting 
wide his friend, Augustine basen to joet with aim sbeut 
Vid BALL Sit» LUT tae Prlvnk "sirunk Crom wie Oo Trem wu 
enemy"; thereto dugugtine, confouncaec at nie triauc' s 
robuke, ecolved tO walt until isiw Trigud bacome stronger 
tO Giseust tas subject wits alm, A fow daya Inter, the 
trigene died, anc Augactine nad not esen Alm, 4% this «rief, 
fuagaetine geyen, “my heart wag utterly derkaned, sud white 
aver I boneld war notuing but denth", Draly ho feared death, 
end with Srowning, in his Proepies, felt tne "og in my 
throat anc the mliwt in my fees", Lifts beemae s ritale bo 
M. him; "ZL loatned wil the worla umd tvars were my Oly com 
fort. L wae wrovensd oni my wretcheinvas wus Gear tbo me" . 


After u yoriod of diry Gletresc, Augustine Degoum uo pure 
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oelve alo weltisinesse~ that ie Leured denth more and 


would no, hove Dorted whvis die own life in wxchange for 
nls friend's, Ae a rooult of hia paccionute grieving, 
all hie surroundings appesred “ghostly ", Therefore, 
. restless end weak fvomsorrowing, he longet to flee to 
| on unknown eitr vie soon resolved to take refuge in Care 


+ 


: : ; t 
thuge, where he could eet up a sehool of oratory. 


4."& @ortain bishop OF wha Lanieheds" 

Caring whe few years spent ina Varthages Augustine 
continued to fill Gis life whth tae “lower beauties and 
Was sinkiig to the Veryieptie", ana yet, this restless 
toruamted soul never gave ae VA evaren tor tPutis ide 
read, Ge wrote, ad ergued with gthars about it, most 

usually excelling hie frieude im all the Gdisputes, And 
trae $0 His gitt @f lesdorshig, Augustine Sonverted every- 
one of his friends to hie wey of thinking, 

Ry macuea of hin continuous etudy, and logical 
egasonine, Auguetine won 9 great battle for himself, iis 
‘i begun to Goubt the Munichesn system, ie lost confiaanes 
| in tac"boasted senetity of the siamighean prisstagea, waoge 

geerot viecs were covered by ths naypocritical aask of useete 


ie virtues, i¢ beg-nm +o Giscoyer meuny GlisGcrepancies and 


y contradictions 14 their epoculution; be Well knew wint 
J vaeir notion of the problem of goou aia vvil anc not sute 


istied Als hungry soul, With all tiene doubts bursting 


te Coutassions, Sook LV, A4) 
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out unew, Augustine sonfrontedithe Maniehesns, They evudar 
him by promising » full explenetion frow their femous 
bishop, Foustua. 

At last, bhe elohoy wrrived ena Augustine want to. 
geo Dime tiv Was Charmed by tho bishop's orililunt gittr 
of tongue. But vory woon the youth besa to detest Lulee 
reasoning ln the bisnop nnd Ala words seamaa supty. 
Augustine compared nim to " 4 gup Dearer, who, wh tis gLroGEee~ 
ful politwness presents a goatly goblet witvaoqut anything 
in 1t*, The profosaad Leader, bSegvuse Of Hin ehallowecs, 
Was uRcble to answer questions of importanes soneorning 
the truth of the Menfeheistie system, The feilth In whieh 
Augustine hea tarow himeslf so completely,now gove Wey » 
und beenuse of his own weakness, Be hed nothing on which 

entirely 

to lesn, Augustine did not sever Almeolf/from the teniehe= 
ane, becsuey he found no other faith wilen satisfied nim, 
therefora, ho remained » Manicnaeun nominally, though not 


gt hearte! 


Vy. SCEET 7 Sas 
Ae he viewed the situation, Awrustine found ire 

evlf st the seme place from waioh he ned sterted nine years 
ef0,. Huving been go slyly ond utterly decieved by tho falue 
doetrines of the Uunichesms, he began to doubt thet truta 
reully existed; in faet, he doubted everything. This rauczone 
ing wes"fortified by the reading of sceptioul philosophers", 
Disestiefiod with tac conduct of the Carthiginiun students, 
and tormented from the restieseneces of nig Boul, Augustine 


1, Sehaff, Life 9.29 f, 
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again demanded a changes 
fo him, lige seemed. to be the next logier] pleee 

to go, Asoin Monnica stood in the wayjhe snyc,"” and such 
m motheress grievously bowallea my journey «nd folléwed me 
as far ao the sony" But Augustine, thet night, deosived 
her by glipying away to the bout, ile arrived ins ‘one utter 
ly broken in ppirit, anc in 4 few deys fell 111 with -« 
feyor fron walech he soon recovered,“ 

At first eight home Was o great aisappointuent 
to im tor £% failed to calu Riu tormented svul, Tne 
disagreenble and uiheal thful alimate, tae uttitude OX the 
iguan towneuen tO forvulgners, the lnaulgenees, viees, 
" wletrast, nypoeriey, oribery, avd erueglty” were enough 


; aaa 
to give Auguetine « feeling of homesickness,” in the midet 


of sil this turmoil, he dia withdraw to some extent, trom 


the "sommon frivolities ond triviclities of theautres ond 
pleys", ond endeavored to @iseipling himself in living a 
moycl life,an sim waieh he partinlly sttuined,, But to lead 
& purely holy life, severed from all sensuality, wou soae~ 


: ; : , & 
tuning for which Augustine still lackec strengti, 


1, Harmmacc, Confossious be 154 7. 
2, Confessions, Book V (&,/ ) 


Sy Sertrand, De 141 ££, 
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faroush tae influence of some deni oheuns Trivudg, 
Augustine Beourec & wbate povltion,tenouings vnetoric in 
dilan, de left some glualy to take up alg hee work, He had 
Often Aesrd OF Ambross, the Fomous bishop of Milon, who wan 
celebrated Yor hig Orctory ond Fovered as the "Seat of men", 
Only 2 few yeors ofo Augustine hast been led with bien ene 
thusiasm to Foustus, tre Muniechean bishop; a0 with renewed 
ardor, ne woes brougnt to tue prevence of Ambrose, VWith eager 
gars the young orctor listene.s to the eloquent words of tue 
bishop. "I nuns om to hiu-words ativuntivuly--but as « daree 
less ond scornful loozereon", weys Augumtinee He ie wit 
scepticul lest ao find in nim on eupfiness, waien ne Sod 
founc in Faustus, Ama yot it wae uiegous¢lously, sarougn 
wie Gully order of Guties, oF ruacing, oF expLeining the 
Serigturess, and of preusiing tne Trutas of Gou , tat 
Ambrose becuase tne instrument of leading Augustine out 
of nis perils of doubt und seapticiom. It wat beeouse the 
bishop hat reeeived him kindly es a father, tnet Augustine 
began to loves hin, "at first--not as a teseher of truth — 
but ac a person", Gradually with the worts of eloquenes, 
there ulso enms ths mennings, some of waioh the young 
seeytie triet to refuse entrenge,tiough ne"eould no} senar~ 
ate them". Tnerefore by degresy tie Whe 113 4S 2 Of salvotion 


crept in unawores. 
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ivvetotore Auguatine nod @lulmeu tant to» Cathnolie 
Guace ed ho grounds for dofenue, Dut wince he nud nenrd 
Ambrose explain the Soriptures in we eetionnl and logical 
hummer, tie chief stumbling blocks of the Old Peetoment 
begun to dlenppear. The Pible did not seem ao ubeurt ne 
he And thought, Thus, another wtept Augustine then en« 


rolled Himwelf as a @eatocenumen in the Catholie Oraurch 


antil "someathins eerteln would come down upon me, waibtner 
iI might steer my course", 
At tule point Augustine broka with the Manichenne, 
With ois baek turned to the pyagt beliefs, ha turned bis 
face te the newly found “eurer of souls", But iry as he 
would, oc Opportunity come to tele wite wabrosse, Indead, 
eobatna 

ho heard him every/dey , aad was more and more convinced 
thet "all the knots of these arafty Galumines, gould be 
unrageled", ie longed to pour hie woul out to tha bhehows 

wt Pahleds® Harneex thinks that the bishop p¥ohably 
Mhed no time to trouble Rimasl? about a mon whe, trough 
he would willingly heave believed, was mothing but a seep- 
tio", On the other hand, Lertrond says thet Ambrowe, in his 
oréine ary duties, wes so basily angeged , and wore than that, 
was wnavare of tne struggle geiag of within augustine's 


os 


mind,” In any event, the truti-sseker was left to "fight 


7 1, Confenssions, Book ¥ ,413,14) 
ae ibid, Book VI , (3,4) 
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hig own battle", lore ungortainuties confronted hin evary 
duys liow vant ue had tested of the fruLt of the tree of 
. truth he must "taste of the waole of it", 
| Augustine eravet strength to gain control over 
his pesslons; already he war wiltines to poy for it with 
the once-beloved desires an’. ambitionn-eenour end fem, 
" but like the sleeper that etrives to roet, he senk back 
egain and again", Beesuee ha demented certainty for every- 
thins ent found it-not, the final Lllusination was. kept 
from him, Little by livtle, he beaae more positive of. 
the one thing whieh he wought--samely, “Antereourse with 
tae Living vod wae frees ug From. sin", fais he helleved 
sometiues mors strongly them at others, Sinee he woule ot 
yield eonupletely without sesine ana undervatandine every= 
thing in winate Geteil, Re wee eoupelled to passthrough 


otier patie in order to finelly ombrece the whele Trach,“ 


Be "The Intelleetuels” 

As sugustines berger te prosper and gain populare 
ity in Wilan, he seemed for a time to lege himeel? in the 
maze of pregent plospures, "I like an easy 11f6", he says, 
"and way etrive te scek tie impossiole". Was he not sate 
Lefied with luxury and comfort? le het gavhered around 


him, mony of his frienda frou Carthage, of wiem AlplLus 
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and Nevridiue were the most significant, These auc others 


of @ philopephiecl’ mind, met in Augustine's gixdes~=the 


"philonepher's gorner", to diecuse mutucl problema, ihey 


Gallad themeclyss "The Intellectuals", But the more they 
tei} ck dein wainey of "trata", the deeper they carried 
themselves inte unoortainty. "We were eaves foemishing woathe 
couplaining of our dlatress to one another)" Shey wondered 


as se i 
twhy such darkneee)" and eried out, "How mech longer?” 


35 "“Visloues of Intallsetacl #ovorty" 

sugussine begun to reeleaet upon Lis puat life, for 
tan yaers he hed wasted als tine Le the a of sim--aicd 
yet he would mak it longer by saying "“Zomerrow, 1 shell 


fing 41%", fhe brie: wug too muca; Be Loves the Anppy Life 


o2 luxury and leva, 14 was one dag in the streets thet 


Augustine wue brougnt to realige the poverty of his in- 
telleetusl pursults, As he crossed the streat, he saw a 
voor drunken begeer, who wee “joking and joyous", The 

bagser coulda obtein ao much Joy for a few penec, ant yot 


with hie wealth of Imovwledge,fugustins vas met hull a9 - 


heppye Traly the begger's joy war only temporary and not 


of the highest type;; he had sought satisfa¢gtion in wins 
ant "I by lying was seeking for empty, swelling pruise". 
Yow this objective leesen priekeu his heart as he voalilged 


his povarty.s 


1. Bertrand, pel JofL. 
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; | “the tatage wokel drove hie wind tudw wey and thet 
7 Like a fentnor in the alr, were mot tne only soures of hig 
grief, dugustin» head brought hie mistress mnt ale son to 
Live wi bh him in Milen, fe love? tha women on’ ehe he? ben : 
— 8Ome & folvhful, mothor to bis Bons Steeped tn the demands 
af ao@isty, Augueline thougat 14 « hindrances to ramain 
in hhis unmarried state. Ctuar won ind moat of hia friends 
hud uggomplisnes great tulngs in tas “state of murriauze™, 
therefore, hoping vo Make @ wore Lovoruble impression upon 
hie friends, and +o "eure ale infiruaity", /ugustine de- 
@bved to ba wasrlods 
‘He wes arged em by his. friends en@ hie mother, who 
ned some to Live with his in Milwm, Monmies did not like 
fugagtine's mistress and the vaforg, tried to permaicda 
her 80m to out Her away, Hogimg to clesnse him from nis 
giue Honnien goeded Lugustine on toward mufrioga, “che 
made moet of the plans;,it. beeame the dros of her soul? 
As last, she found one, & meigen, wie wis two zyoares under 
tae marviogeable ages But aeeurding to Bis mother's arrange} 
ments, Augustine @.2 to wait for the girl. 
in tas weuntins, Augustine's eoneubine wis torn 
from His vide and “Hy henrt waich slave anog her was 
torn aad blegdiag". Leaving hor #OK Wien Augugtine, the 


someon retuiaed ty Afrles wile «2 Vow on her live never to 


ieConfeesivns, Sook V1, (ids 7 
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love anothers ‘This seperation onl, waded wove uisory to 
he dtveanne lifo; 1% weakened als/yowor ¢ of reeletonee 
BO that " notalns did Goll me tuek frou mw yas deepor 

gulf of eornsl glessures". Duriug these doys in ‘Wilen, 

Auguetine drank of tie areas of tis Guy of indiowaldbye- 


5S, "I know Thee, but was not in « stitutes to sujoy Thee". 
Augustine dig wet ates tuinking, Bovever; an! he 
eoutinusd to veeds do Gao dn Gonteet Will guuo WEL vings 
or tne Noo~Platonic acnecls nie syuivane Of Pillogophy | 
ee One OF idesliam in tant 16 gleimed Gou «yu the ome 
reality in Life and the aethevity of revelation, Its 
euie? aim for lige wae to Moan uy te wods Augustine | 
0930 Giseovered taut tue eile way te find God we & by 
"selfediseisline end eslf-restraint"; By senteapletion 
eng rising to Bleher apneresa} ent fingliy, by an "seastesy* 
is whieh God anbreess the soul enf senda Light, The 
 7ouNg Bhilesorphner buried nimeel? in ths philosophys 
"it seem7d to show = way of esenpe from bondage of the 
Benieheietic duclism oni tke Academie Seeptieion", the 
veality of"soirituald yvaluce, the syirituci .songsption 
ef God beesme for wim now & @ertointy". wast ae wantod 
| wos “@uthority" wiiea proved tie way to Gate Taing 
g00n beven to “en to Bin, Gradually, ue wae Led to Po~ 


eognigs tae Bible in tetdl, end lates tie Cetholie dootrine, 


1, Coufexrsions, boos Vi, ti-é 
eeliarnvek, Confessions, ped if, 


Se 


oe "Shy worde hed stuek fost in way aoort" 
Augustin» begon to reed tue letters of St. Paul, 
[i eng upon roading tiem he realiged the wlde sulf that 
exis ed be.wesn pailosophy end wisdom. Che only way to 
bridge tals «ay wae by a anion wilt God; amd thuia union 
required a life whieh wae eured frou "flesahly waliadias, 
hepenianee, huwillty, a Genirlts aii nuwbla near. was 
 peeessury fox these woo would see wode de Foud -- "tie 
presen neat Buall be cured, Dub sia heart Sf tad proud 
Mia gaall be sueviered." sow tras these Wolds were! ile 
remembered the times ne Gad selused 40 rend the Seriptures 
beeause ag sHougnti 14a taey weirs Lox was Siuiple alngad 
people omly. #e wow rasliaed tase power wnien ley beneath 
the alavie, uncultivated parases, ie, the wise nah oPue 
dent, bed bsen deprived of all this, ! 7 
At heart, Augustine starved for the grsee ef God, 
and woulé anve yisldad gladiy, except fer His passions, 
So long this young aen of thirty-two had allewed himsel? 
+o ba wetted to and fro amidst tas lusia of tie flesh. 
At overy move ne f21t himself? tied down by nebitsa of his 
past life, atier reading tae ecwonitions of suul, Le 
Strugsied vO vise auG FemoLd Gis vlu ittee But tals was 
Of BO Vail, Gis O44 @Vienis puliecu win baua “by tag goat 
gr my Zlewa," GOrauFibg in ules ane, “Wout, are you louving 


us?” Buti Augustine perceived in tachi tae saves of the 


1 Bertrand, yo. 195 ?f. 


dowil, ond with Jesue erled out, "Get thes behind mo Seton" 
He srgued with hie friends from the sseurenes thet “thera 


de something oleet I om gertein", Ule friontia, rerlising & 
their futile efforte in stuyine his eenvietions, yleod wihh : 
him to walt, "Wit a bit, yeti", thay euked, Mjoy the please | 
ures of thea world sc Listle Longer’ Beuldecs, you arc midge 
tuken of your otrength, You eennot exist without wes” 109 
well Ausustins emew tact they hed tougasa his week speate 
Coalé be prey the price vould he ote wp BLL Ghbeo Vonmpore 
el teinge woieh be hed treceured for eo long?! 
shuguetiae eew hic eine iliaminited end girxored in 
the deeds ef mek ebout him, Ae he caw lamorclity in ites 
full light, e feeling of horror eame over hims le phudéored 
eg he geeliged thet he. poceeused thee: pems lustful traftes 
Day efter fey, week oftor wack, Aucuctinets eonscienes 


Pd 


pounded at tie heert for hie surrender, cnt yet he was 


400 week to eo: Him golf free, 44 tiwee grent wevyes ef 
@epponieney ané su‘news ueemed to hurl hiv soul inte the 


a 


deptha of gioem amd dexzpade, As in ti Highiwmeore, ne tried 
$6 Gry Guu Lor Heiy but only lay neiglcubs 
in ticee gpmonig Of torment, HOw Swout to Bie ears 
were the straine of syne aymme"ZL Mave orled, my Ged, over 
the byams and cumticles, wasn tag sweet sound of mucte 
of the ghuren tarilled my soulh 4s the music flowse in ay 


94698, o4G Shy Truth triekled into my heart, the tide of 


1, Confescions, Book 
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devotion swelled high within mo, ond the tenre ron down, ; 
end there wae @iedmese in those tenra," Agnin ond gain, 

hie soul traveled the full length, from the heights to the 

depths of the ronde= sometines bringing him to the peak of 

éonteny where ho eould almost ley hie finzser on the heart 

ef God, end again, éroyping him tate the bottemess pis 


i 
ef darknses and doegialre 


1. "To Simplicianus I went" 

awmstinets emtivs provlenm centered «round Sis laek 
ef will eowers He was not yet “enduesd with power from on 
high} however, ns kept searening Giligently. One dey, he 
want to ees Simplicisnus, an oid friend, who had converted 
fmbrose, To nimg Auguetines poured Gut t45 troublse of his 
G0uls Upon the Mention of tas mame Of Vigtorinus, whose 
writings 4ugueting and bee roucing, tae old gxiset began 
to tell hin tae tery of Hew Vietorinus became » UBricthan « 
He professed to nie people on tas Guy of als bopticu that 
AS Bed embraced the Crota of CUurlsts Augustius marveled ut 
the eourage of this aged philosopher, wine Lad won great 
feme 66 sh orator, who and formerly worsaippsd idole end 


inspired ta+ people of Rome te » deep love fer pagan gods, 


ie Sertrond, pei l4fL. 


ay 


wut who, suddenly degided to veeoma o Christion, This 
striking etory of ovo who hed aouieved suoh worldly fame, 
and yet humbled nimaglZ to the lowly Cartat, made o very 
deap impression upon Augustiua,. 
> 
2s "Stary of fontitianus" . 
| Sherg geme to Augustine end Aipiua, a frisad from 
Africa, Yontitisnas, As he gat down to talk, his eayee fall 
Upon « WOON. Ha ogened it, and to hie surprise, found it to 
pe the Bible, With grant joy, ha bogen to tol how two of 
his friends, eourtiers of the Seperor, hed found in c here 
mitts hut, & bogk=e"fhe Lifa of St, Anthomy™. Az ona peed 
4%, ha felt «© Gasp qonviation within, and a. that momen S 
desided te serve Ged the rest of Bia lige. Walle Zontiic 
aUUS ByOkS, AUSUBtiRe begen to frellect u.98 ale owa 
@ondition; Be pietursc Bimesil iu tkese two gourtlers, 
“l gsaw now foul i wag, Bow @raokad cua Getiled, despotied 


i 
ang uleerous's 


Se “into the cardan" 

Waen Yontitianus left, Augustine pusces@ into « 
passionate stete of desporations At lest he hod yeaehod the 
Gliimax of his strugzle; he Yelt ec wallingeup within hig 
being tact gave him enouch strength te shiek: the vory eurth, 
*Fhat ure we about?",ho oxelaimed, "Yes, whet ure we avout? 


cimple men orise sad tuke Heaven by Violoueo, anu wo with 


1, Confessions, Book VIII,ti// 


, SS 


a | 


TOL 
i‘ 


al) our heartless locrminge=look how we are wallowing in 
flesh and bloodt" Alpiue took one glenes ot Lim, ond in 


ax. inetent, felt the mpeetof the paeeion of nie friends 


With a doterminetion to win, Augustine experienced with 


Browing, these words: 
"I wee 2 fighter, so ome fight more, 
7 The best oné the Leet! 
I woulé hato thet desth bandage my eves, and forbore, 
7 _fmé bade we ereep pact. 


Hof ist me taste the whele of it, fare like my peers 


@he heroes ef old, 
Bear the brunt, in minute pey glad life's arrears 
Uf pein, darkness, sat. cold," 
baugustine Sselzed « book "and went down iamitc ths 
gerGen" here he eoulé Fight tha icsat battle aiLones. Alplue 
followed, and ect Gow st « distanes, All of Augustinets 
feults, the weighs of ais sins if the past seventeen years 
rolled down upon hin like © mighty evalenehe.s Suddenly, he 
gprunt up ond rushed to the other and of the garden, Thong 
himself on tiie knoes unter wm fig tree, end with hin fora- 
head proses heré azeinet the errbh, buret into tears, | 
Feelin: his tormented peul "relling and turning me in my 
eheius”, he oried out, “How long, how long? fomorrow end 
tomorrow? thy not now? “Why not is there tits hour en end 


to my vilenewa." 2 


1. Bartroand, p.2V6 


ée Confessions, VIII, dies 


———— 


, at side momont of vitevs eoutHl hon, iMguetine 
hoard & oudld's Voloo @eying, “teks up ond red, tuke up 
ant read", ue obeyed, ond nis eyow foll upon these words, 
whieh he had recog so often, "Not ln vioting ond drunken 
tess, not im ehemberiug ond waentouness, not in etrife 

end euvyingt bul put ye on the Lord Jeeus Chriet and moka - 
mot provieion for tho flosh" (Rowans 13: 13el4), For the 
first time, the light whieh the Apostle hed revesled, ine 
fused Augactine's heart, At this very woment bh: found hime 
self a poor, wretehd pinner, glothed in humility, and 


> * - ee ‘ a 
enoeking at tac doer of und, For tae first tiue the 


7 
"“soulesiex heart" of this "“eaisf of sianare" beoume infuse 
ed with a serenity of light, He bed seugal eo long and 
pr p32. go dilisently for God to "snlarge the Garrew mend | 
Sion “ef bis soul go tact be gould enicr. Sout now," says . 


| 


fugustine, *lhow Great Gol struck ot my beort with Thy 
Bord, enc I lovee tace", Immediately Augustine fall. the 
ensine of bomdoge fel. freu Bis heart, an@ the tendar en-~ 


bre “29 of his Lord elothe his naked soul. Us found ot Last, 


the petes ona rast for whieh he hed boen sasreking so many 
yours, It is only from one whe has Known the uiger, of q 
$in and tien foun’ porfeet freedom from gueh flevery, tust 
those memorable worda gould bs frumcds "“Lhou madeat ue for 
tayeolt end our heart io restisas, until it reyese in chee", © | 


1, Gon feeeions, Book VIi1,(>/ ; 
2. Ibid, Book Viil,(7) 


a | + atting ito fingors batwoen tho Louvees of the book, 
> idiiveds wiih eolined Sountonuica" told Alplusa whet had 
Saken pleoe, and thon raleted 1t to hie nother, Upon heare 
ing the mows, she "*rejoleod, Lasped for joy and thanked 


God", for "erent wes her roword* 


VIII. LIED ABER uz Gon 


; 
fo prove thet Auguatine's IW HIBLIAG2 in bis thirtye ic: 
third year wae tne @lims« to Bic eouverciou,we fasd only = 


#o take « glange at the Life wales follows, vvaforring te 
evold ony -ublle exzelteuant over Ala gonuversion, Augustine 
is teenty toys ishod his texm of @cavol in Silom, After 


ah 
saslonal onligetions, he left the proe 


fin 

fultiliing “ie pret 
fsesien, for tae ehisf reason of gonseernting himself ‘te 
the wore of 3006 With his mother, his son, brother, Alpius 
and other friends, fugustine retracted to Cnasisinum, near 
Millen, Here he spent severrl months in meditetion end prae 
saretion for bactiam, 

at% the ap olnted time, during ths Saster sangon of 
tie gear 327, togethor with nia sen, Adeodotus, and Alpius, 
Augustine was quietly waptised, At this time tie new con- 
vert head only one Gdsgirva, nmimely, to Gury himesir in a 
retront, to lacd «© humble oma Ridden life, Jlivided between 


the study of GSert;turs end the Contam lation of God, 


1. eenul?, Life, Da ILL. 
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fhorefore, be deeided to leave Uilen and go back to 
Atrios, On tine journey, watle reotlas at Vetin, Momnien 
fell 111 with e fever, and died, This felthful Chriction 
mother of fifty-six was happy to leeve thie world, sinee 
she wae ansured that her son was sefe in God. Thie was a 
ead time for Augustine, beenuse he now vropnliged the s,ony 


wkiech he had brought upon his wothers He says,"There Plow= 


ef a mignty serrow in the harrt", Upon his mother's request, 


Mennies was buried in Gatias . 

As @ rosult of the death of nie mother, sugustine 
changed the plens of travel and went to soms, Where he 
remained ten months, bliterly attagking Bis former Meanie 
ehean friends. 

7 in job, Augustine aterted for Africas, Selling bis 
peasessions, giving the pro@ceds te the poor, enc retainé 
ing only his house, Augustine with his friends retired 
to 82 Life of sslitudes, But the world followed him, asking 
him qusstione, snd gemending of him knowledg: and suther- 
ity eenesrninz the Christian feith.’ 

Qne dex, while at a servies in Ulpso, Bishop 
Valerius wes G@eploring the laek of priests in the commune 
lity, Zhe people with one aceoré, seiged Auguetine anc der 
sanded that he be made & priest. de refused,however, on 
ageount of hie desires to gontinue a monastic life. the 
people, in mob ilze foenlon, foresd Bim to the Lusupy 


Augustine finally yielded end in ageordanes with the rules 


Le S@neaf?;Lifts petf. 
2eBertrond, De Z240f, 
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© atime: way Oy Tndiseeliae | \aeent aera 
is Pine Peet Lies tl FP GSS ey GRO al aie be tie 
ees | aia ‘ aig s ‘G : i (pty e | a ’ AlLax Lat ae Se a 


ot eats Se eee 


iain ie ail eal i . 
and was made .«a prigot on Saster duy in 392. In this position 
he wae indespensible, and in « very short time wee made 


ngueciate bichoyse Ghroe youre later the bighoy Valerius 


died and Augustine beoeme sole bishop at Uippo where he reo 
miinvead until aie deaths” 
During ale tairty-three years as bishop, Augustine 


preashed almest everyday and often many times a day. He made 


| 


em appen!. to oll lasses. His long struggle,borme out of . 
his intelleetus! pursuits, now yiclded frait, by sttreeting 
men ef high tutetidstnee, Om the other hand, because of his 
submission to « life of humility, he hat « tendstness for 
fseanants, Blaves, eallors and tredors", fhe greatest struge 
gle wes with the seets ef nis dey, Afries wan in the hands 
of the Lowetists; and into this batils Augustine tarsy hie 
@nele body and eoal, Lighting until it wee “gonguered and 
trempied underfoot". 

li was Guzing tasse Last yours, tact loge was fall 
inginte tae hance of tae Germen barbarianse Finelly, in 410 
tue eity was cseexed by Alaries 

However said all theese “thousands of earcs" and the 
penies end sontinucl storms, thet kept ‘the whole smpire 
end the ehureh in upheaval, Augustine worked furiously at 
writing, His westerpicsee- “The City of God" was e"machine 
of war hurled ageinct paganiam ond in defense of Catheiie 
Chriotianity".” 

Augautine elaarly saw the fute of Afriesn, bagause 


1. Sehaff, Life peill 52- 
2eSertrand, p34 ff, 
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‘cps 


Be Rett aeas, EIA Ae Ae tk CA eS oO eae 


7 eet ae ie on PL, a. el a ae 


\ oP) 
beeause the Vandals hud fimally entered the somtinent, und 
in 430, haid seige., With them, they brought ticle ow ree 
\ ligion, Was Catholio Caristianity to fall into a heap of 
vaine with the Qupire? It wan the bishop who put his hend 
to the helm and held the ship said tae wildest etoros. He 
plosded with hie friend: and people te remain trua to 
their fsith, regardlessiof whet heppensd to the empire. 
Forsesing the fetcl outeous,Aucustines took the lead 
in the defense of the olty. In haast, 450, the third 
mouth of the ssigs, the bishop, then em G1ld man 6? serene 
ty-five, fell ill. in « few weeks, his despair of tne eorthe 
ly less, began to slip from his mind, and His soul at Last 
2ounG the perfeet pease auc stermei Fest in Goae* 
in sd€ition to Als Western fune as Father of the 
Cataelie Chures, ead teagaer of Western theolegy, Saint 
Augustine lives to«dey es « shepherd of searesing souls, 
lernisek saye thet, "he knew hic heert te be his worst 
possession and the Living GoG to bs his nighest goot 


he lived in the love of Ged, send he posseseed a fasein= 


ica 


ating power of oxpressing his obeervations on inunerlifse*. 


l. Bertrind, pe 37]0ff, 
de darmiex, distory of logma Little, brow and Company 


aedigta ys i) o> Boston 1908 


(heresfter referred to 98 Harnack, History...) 
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MAR LAP! OF SANE FRICKE OF Assist 


le A distory of? th “pogh | 
St. Praneis wos bern in an ag? of greet rantlasse 
BOER. “tery phase of mumaenity wae bent Rigs aeneeeee Pete 
dom frou ite oppresser, warfare snd serize aeons tie LELG oS 
puid for vietery., =e goumon HOOpL2, Mert usealiy those 
“830 belongeéts the middie slase, begun te assert ticis 
“Pignts ana t¢6 Gemand ju astiees S493, G6OhVSHU0G whith tue 


SORMGG OMperEera, witli the feudal Lords cad Mobles, anid 
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¥OasS Uy ageius’ $c GaarGn Gsii.mding refor 

. Agods cul age@ein the sigcll gictes in itelg gececd 
frou the hands @2 $43 empire to tant ¢f tus pagsey. In 
1149, hehen annogen. tue Quird eames tocthe pentifiert 
throns, tnt Ltieliocn stete was teakon Prem tue Rance of the 
amperers bith a firs hond, Imnssent Gorrie’ out ale poliey, 
whieh ene te thwart the embitione of tie Garman sniperer, 


ene @jcet sim frou itelys tis usrmen dukes wore foreod to 


1, Cuthbert, Yatuer: tife of cite Franele of Aguici 
LON eS, GEO aia CGuodposuy  . 
ye 222, sew “ork Lys] 


({iievenfter refscrred to us: Cutabers, ) 


a La oe aoe el 


leave theif #t..tiome, avd pa hh copresentetive: were went 
ia thei selene 

luting these tines of confurlon awong tie govertie 
ing bodies, the gowson ele ses mede uoves toward winning 
thely freadess, They Lost now time in teking gonceacion ofh 
the foudal lends, of assucitine enstlse, mé eleimins the 
price 8B their owns On the other hend,th- gewanen slee ware . 
in éisegregments. The uoighboring eitive rivaled for power 
many FIers, earrying on potty worfares. puter we shall 
lesen sow Francie took part in seen revel.s enon: Seg 
Gouns08 poople.* | 

S2v2F the lent and Bouses of sae Hobles' acd bean 
‘beselged, .u8 ee@upomis fisi fox sefuge te tas sival eli: 
Of tase @ugvers, TAeif ZAight was G@ Buules ob 3h9uurage@ 
gan. te the 2og0n pavels, £89 SePugs.: Betwesn Acclei 
onG Zeragla ie 8 typiesi axaapie of .Bs sivil wers thst 
were qarvied ou durine thie 2 ric, 
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res2lt of thie -eovts at, 
Meparers an@ ths Zope, the elersy smi daity ind formed a 
@eioue bond of intimacy, However ths gaseey no lomscesr 
needed to appesl to the poople; comseseently sae elers, 


eradeeliy @eprivs«d the isity ef amy powsar in enuren Lssues. 


i. Jorgensen, Joutuusa: weint seunsia of Sosial 
| LoUgeens, Urgen anc Goxupany 
pe 19 - Kew Lore EytS 
(uerenfigx referred lo nes Jorgeiean) 


2. Loid, .» 17 


= 


Aa 3 


a 


a) J — if a 3 é op? rie = <i Puss 


tol: abeeee ad 


' 
eh 


re 


Te - = ae = =. 


4, -— a BAS reet < eG. ; 


ree nl q i ae ge 


“Wowt of wi 
‘ae ‘peeswe uoatile to tue popeoy, the Loeal’ elorgy won cone 


pbebe@ waleu bod boon tokemiover by tao oupire o 


pelled to onZores excomuniLgatione enc interdiete whiogk 
, the pope Losund, Gousequemsty, this offies becene « very 
unpopular one «+ The priest teak the gonutidenes of his 
poople, found nimsel? “etaght between tho emvil of eone 
fliet with the sivil gowor and sn anery populace, ant 
the hemmor of papel injanetions", 
m>, the popets golley of inereneine: bamperal pogeosge 

L 


Lone finalt ly Leé te sorruptions?e Lavishes of wealth in 
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iN : : 
waigh tae @lergy indulged, iscte the worst of sV¥liss ) 
i 
erolates, guitin; uw, tac Hignastbld reeeived tac elcetion 


Ge offieas; bliehops found « thossend waye to ezuet moneay 
£rsa tAs giagle priests; Gae mon Of igmeranes ome iaworcnie 
io ivy, bf &@ Glngis oct of gusting 06 the bless vebe seeured 
the pricetnosd; and e¥eu tis monks led lives of goeregenser 
O84. @VGFiGce Such « Gondition within the shuren well d=- 
sented 2 pofora of nome kinds . ' 
; A sights wesye of disasontent ane fiersspeet swest 
over %he eomaen pasple, Im a2 suert tim: there arese sany 


groupe waien desended reform, in splus of taa fret that 


LeBelvystorelli,weigis Ine Lifes of Si, Pruneie of Assisi 


BLE2a0 Ase KHOR wow York, 1928 
pels?f. (uiereufter vreferrod vw ast gulvaiorsh la, j 
feSadatler, Yealiiizve of Sverrunelu of Anwlsi 
Charles Cerlbner's fons New York 1925 


DelGfE. (iiereufteor referred to ans Sabatier, ) 
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Clergy. OF these seets, the Cathori end caldenees worn 


he long, swsegins eurve of tao moumisuine "“enfold in 


“ thety beliefs a and weenie of attack were gulte Gltferent, 
all of thom and originated wito tie express purpose of 


attecain, the @@rruption ond domereliceation of the 


the most setive, the Cethari beenme denyerour onomien 
of the Catholie Chureh beeruns of ite attire on the i, 

@oetrines anc Pfandemoentnr! dosms ef the @hurgi. At the 

elose of tha twelfth eentury, thie sest ecver riso to 

the "“Yoor tien”, Ther ie ne Goabt that Feeneis as “2 youth 


ell asegueinteédwith thie new mevement.4 “ 


Sages auite 


fe Zae Comeenity 
@a- epierit of liberty for walea wi: Gumgen people 


#989 Seeking, Came aa a8 eaao from tae Japrien ALlla,y 


a sort of umpelpabic misty; th: emtirs land le enwrapsed 
und tronefigars by a seft, ethereri Jicht", The swest 
air geems te be Tike hse “very brertn from Ehe tnviniter” 
Pushed we ageing: the side of om: of these hille, 
is 4 emell eits, Aceiei, shore Freneiu of Aesisi «os borne 
"its loneedeserte! siresis, bord-rsad Bb, BNGian. Aouses, 
dis in terwcess haifewsay uy tae eleapy Rill-sics. above Li i 
a0unt Subseis proudly towers, ai ive feet liee Guispread | 


ail the Umbri-n plein frou gerugia to Hpoletds sha crowded 
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houses clamber up the rocks like children on tiptoe to see 
all thet is to be seen," mi 

in the twolfth oentury, Acsisk becane one of tie 
eaief strotigholds for the supreesion of tae feudal lords, 
While the empire and ties papapy were at way, Umbria an- 
joyed a season of peace. During tails time her people deo 
veloped a fine community spirit. fhe eltizens of each 


town seemed to weld themselves into one large family. 


3, His Femily 


Pietre Bernardene, a meaber of the bourgeouise, 
no aéoubt teck a lesdins part im tne sivie setivities 
of the e@ity, Ge Was o wealthy olotn merehont, spencing 
& great deal ef Gis time making long journeys to Franees 
for the purchase of goodss At the and of taese expeditions 
Pietro deaubtless told sis familly interesting storiss about 

| French life. tuese adventurous tales gede a gre.t iapresse © 
fom upon tae youtafal Praneie,” 

From Zietro probably came all tue lates: news on 
tas religious movements of tac time. Herehants in those 
deys were the ehief colporters of ideas, Citizens depend} 
largely upon them for the information eonesrning tie 
astivities of th: ohureh ond the state. It wes therefore, 


through His father that Freneis learned about the heretical 
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geots, the "Foor Men". These reports were like germs which 
under the roys of sunlight suddenly bring forth vest,” 

Pietrofs love of wealth and worldly possessions 
made him industrious but greedy and miserly. However, for 
his fomily he previded in great abundenee, His selfish pride 
no doubt prompted him to fill] his young son's poekats with 
g@oins in order that Freneis might be the lacsder of Ris 
fellows. At other times, Pietro's pride and conesit led to 
harshnses and often eruelty.* 

While on a vieit to Lueea, Oitavio, a bishepg of 
Assisi, found-as o1d memuseript waiech teld of PFistroog 
wno hed fallen heir to a somsiderabie fortune, On one of 
his trips te frenes, he mest a girl oF some noble family, 
married her and brought her to Assisi as Sis bride. This 
fect merely efiirms the belief thet Piss wesc of s nobles 
deseent.,It also Helps to aseoumi for the sentler end mors 
refined natures of Frenois.” 

Pica'ts life alse reflests asble bleods She was a 
gentle virtuous, moéest woman, often aceused of beins tea 
legonic, Pies loved Aer ghiléren dearly and trusted then 
et sll tices, When she wus told by nex neighbors of the 
pranks of Froneis, Figea would caialy reply, "What are you 
tainking about? 1 am very sure tant ifit pleases God, he 


wili be a zood Christian," Piece probably talked very little 


2 Sclvatorelli, 4 
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with Frameis about bis religious life, aud yet, the influence 
of hor faith and trust in hor son, wrought in him a epirit 


of obedience and reverence,* 


TI, Gutupsour 


ls Birth 
While Pisctre was away om one of his long trips, 2 
$0n was bom to Rims fhe date of Freneis' birth is skelid in 


question, however it is most usually given os llevc, fhe 


ehild was baptized with Bae tame of Glevyaisais Upon tie 

retuim of Pictro, he demanded thet the new son be called 
Frengls. Undoubtedly, this auncommucn name to Assisatic was 
& suggestion brougat fros the fctuer's journeys toFranee. 

Legends Reve attributed tost. frencis a alreculaus 

birth, but they heve no signifance Bere, except that men 
loved emé reverenmesé their sanint so mush thet they would 
weeve around Sis life stories whieh might liken hie life 


2 
to that of the Christ. 


2, Hducation 

fne early life and particularl,; the education of 
Srancis are unknown to uss fie are, therefore justified iu 
@laiming for nim the typical education of tae day. he a 
8 
leSabatier, pe] f. 
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gehool was in gharge of the priewté who taught a little 
Latin, Yreneis learned to write, but tolerabl, badly. 
in the little writings that be did in later years, he 
always signed hia mame csiT,wiieh was the symbol of the 
Cross. Freneis reed ,dietated ond spoke Latin, although 
with diffieulty. He eorly sequired a moderate use of the 
French language, in which, in later years , he burst 
forth im song to unmburcen his soul, Francie Wee Ona who 
drew his education from the practical everyday experlenceas 
of life. the news from france, the stories aad legends 
from the traveling “Poor Men", the deep discussions in the 
city concernigg tae civiewelfare of the people,~-all these 
factor@ fertilized tie adventurous mind of Francis. From 
these contects, the Assisan youta gained «a werkable knowe 
ledge of Lifes” 

At the ost, this is all we ecm say regarding the 
education of the wellebeloved “Umbrian Ssint, who became 
the fehter of « greot order of mendicants, He wag satiefied 
with his meagre sehooling. Im fact, he deseribed hingelf 
as unsenogled ond ignorant. To him, the monotonous intell- 
ectusl pursuits were a grind, isther, would he allow his 
aesthetic sift of mature lead aim to ths untenable ueights 
of poeticiuspiration, 

Reoalling tue environment ia woien #runcgia lived, 


we may be eure tant Sis boynood days were very weppy onsce 
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As a emall lad he played out inthe sparrow streets of Acgist 


from early morning to lute at nights, Jnlike tie Roman lads, 
wno hit out to ploy dice or "“orra",tae little Umbrian 
boys took oiiefdelight in pleying gameew such ua, parading 
upand down the narros wirests, with the little Preneh lad 
as the leader of tue processions towarn. evenings tacsy wander~ 
ad to the open equarse waera Froucle sguin lec taem is 
singing ond dengingse Or perhaps, of a Daaatiful spring day 
the group deserted the dora atxvests and ran out to the wide 
open plains whieh lay just outsids tae eliy gatess 

Prou his vary early Gaya, Froneis was the prinee of . 

the enileéren « 36 doubt Sis fatuer*s prosperivy wo2 @ grest 
aeset in gaining popularity wlth the boys ef tae towns, 
Zrene@ie always hed money with which he aeost generously 

: trected hic frienés.* 

At present, wo ars uneble to Graw amy aesurate sone 
@lusions in razgerd to tae infiuencs of FPraueis' bozsood 
iife upon Ais Ginversion, Thess remain tso stories, but 
thsy adiffer greatly ia thse treatasat of tke problea, 

"Shomes of Celeno"snd tae"laree Companions" agree tnat 
Prencie want to tas worst of sxecssss in Bis youth, and 
that Christiesity wes only <= neae wlth the riotous youta 
avd perents even teugat him to evade homer end Vivtass,” 


On the other hand, Bomeventurne ond others asy thst Franeisa' 
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heart wae filled with kindnodssané thot "he wont not astray 
after the lusts of the flosn*,* 


What eonelusions ean be drawn from these conflicste 


ing records? Sinee history gives us no definite answer to 
the question, we are st liberty to make deductions fron 

the kigdof life that Froneis lived. it is quite possible 
that Thomas of Celano was guilty of the common sin of 
paintings the youta of a suint as very blaex for the ex- 
prevs purpose of illuminating the goodness of nis later 
lifes. In fact, Francis sould hardly have bean es bad as 
Celano likes topleture Aims He was kind enough to give 

to a begear whom at the first impulse, he hed sent him away 
empty. Froneis rebuked. himself for such an act of injustices, 
The patient, gentile and sympsthetie life whieh follows 

are surely the products of a normal youth, guilty of no 
greet execesees, but enly responsive tothe joys aud pleas- 


ures of his community. 


. 1, Bonaventura, Saint: Life of St. Froneis, ‘“veryman's Library 
Tel’.Dutton and Co. New York 


chapter 1, (Hereafter referred to as Boneventura, ) 
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III. DHE ALVENTUROUS YOUTH 


le "the Troubadours" 

a As Freneize beenme older, he more anid more eraved 
the stories of chivalry. The eentury in whieh he lived 
was the fllowery time of imighthooi. troubadours of France 
wendered over the country on endless jourieays from court 
to court anc from festival to festival. fac Umbrian youth 
always pictured lLimself es the here of the ballads and 
fables of King arthur 

Ae Freneis listensa te the senge of joy send serrow 

of youth,wiiech were treneformed into virtues of coursse 
and endurenes of manhood, «= purpose of life begen to shape 
fis#elf in Preneic., These tales of the troubcdours wore the 
weapons whieh est him on the trail of ths "Knight errant". 
Before lons he would outgrow his orude ambitions of secular 
eqhnievenents , thereby extendin<; tac vision of sis life. 
fo the end he lived by the knightly sede of fearleus soureage , 
worshipful love, and gentileness. fordsy men eall aim the 


> 


singer of songs both in joy and in serrow.~ 


2e “Buildins tae City Wail" 
When Frencis was but a led of sixteen years, the 
comaunes Of Aesisi seized the opportunity of gaining their 


> Liberty After Innocent hed trken Itely in hie own hands, 


lJorgeneen, pel 
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he foreed Count Conred, Duke of Spoleto, to yield the pro- 
vines. With one secord the people of Assisi rushed to 


wesault the onetle, Not a single stone rematined when the 


: papal envoys came to take ocherge of tho place, The Avsisans 
in behslf of self-defense, took tie stones to Assisi and 
built around a strong wall” . 

Sabatier soys that it is only natural to guppoas 
wnat Francis took part in thie event, 1t was here ,perhaps 
thot he learnedto handle stone sud morte’,en art wiich he 


euployed wasn he begen to rebhild ruined ghurchoss” 


je A Prisoner 
ths suceces of thie outburst emone the gommon 

people only sdaea coals to the firs, Upon realizing their 
strength, they turned te teke further poxrsession of the 
property of nobles. Leaving their gastles fa flames and . : 
ruin, the notles fisd to a neignboring city, feragia, only 
too glad to Buve an exeuse to squecles tus embitions of 
ass 01d enemy, dcelares: war on Assisi on beasl? of ths 
nobles. Assisi was defeatsd and Franeis whe hat tezen en 
active part in the battle, was garried away as a prisoner 
with tag reet of his couredess? 

Sines francis was tae son of a wealthy men, he was 


pleeed with tha nobles rather then with the common s0ldiargse 


1, Sabctior, p.11f, 
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During thie trying year of imprisonment, Francie’ companiona 
were emaged at his"liyhtness of heart". Walle others became 
"depressed and Liriteable", treneis sang bis merry songs, 
dreamin; of the glorious future that lay shead of him, He 
thought of nothing but the wonderful adventures of knight 
hoods, When they laughed at him and esxlled him erssy, the 
eheerful youth reminded them, "Would you xnow why I sm merry? ' 
fSurelyt I see the day ghen ll the world will bow in homage 
before “ae These etetomente ware only outbursts of mere 
feney, They feileé to give a Gefinite geal teward whieh he 
eoulé work, 

| By Novaember,1203, the two gities mede a compromiss 
end the prisoners were released. Freneic went nome, resuming 


the naturel Assisen life. 


Sas Ik He 


1,2ayeiesl and Morsl Crises 

Soon after Preneis raturned te Assisi,he fall sorioure 
ly 411 with «= fever. Zith 1+ this physical crisis brought 
e morel and spiritual one,whiech marked the first step in 
his conversion sxperiencs, ror wo2ks snd weeks, he lingered 
between life snd death, fmis black figure of tas night, who 


sheses meny a men from o morul sleep, wrought within tiis 


1 Cuthbert, pelt 


PRAT ey a etek Pe f 
alll | a 


anbitiloun gouth, a deep and inner struggles the advonturous 
plans for a galvalrio Life begun to loge ite glamour. Faint 
eei0es Of something strange sounded in his ears, The dilmmenss 
> of tae new vision only troubled nis heart, leaviny nim 
hopelessly in darkness, 

Thomas of Celeno gives us an inelident which well 
describes the restlessness of Freneis. While on the road t 0 
racovery, end hoping to regsin his former anthusiesen for 
the future, Francie took « walk out of the elty to the hills, 
As the pale youth steed thers, leaning on bin stiek and 
wistfully gauing inte epace, the charming beauty failed 
to penotrare his disillusioned heart, for the first time, 
the beauty of netur=e in whieh he Aad so often betued hie 
soul, "eould not cladden him", "Wherefore ne was samaged | 
a. the chenee waien had eo suddenly eome upon adm anc 
tacugnt tiem most fociish wae eoula love thess things",~ 

For tus first time , Francie reslized tuct hie 
flowing youth hed venishod. Inlts plses,eme a srest wave 
of restlessness, emptiness, end s huncer for sonsthine, he 
knew not whet, Sinse deeper experieness of aternel things 
area geined only by lone perloés of inner eonflict, Franeino * 


strugels hed beeen, 


2, "Z@o Apulia to be «a «nighi" 
> with tae reeovery Of physicsl stromgth, cume a 
venewal of spirit end entousiaem, Bhe shacows of the exe 


poriemecs during the long illness receded to tue baokground, 
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and Pranols temporarily forgot them. In the normal run of 
life, he worked in his father's store,; went on expeditions 
to the hills with hie friends, and spent his houre at night 


‘ 
3 joining their revelrys. In the meantine, Francis had not 
’ forgotten his dreeme of knighthood, ‘the pession of a 
shivalrle life gripped him, 
| Welter of Brianne had ben asked by Innooent third 
49 Join foress against the WpL res gpen the Pirat suzzostion 

: of snrollins as a kmisht Freneis determined to go. ‘lis 
heart pounded with joy end exeitement as preparations were 
mode, ‘The proud Bermarcone spared nothing in equipping his 
son, The tagnifiesnes of his array fer outshown that of 
: any wealthy noble. In ell his dreams this prowd youth 
viviély pletured himeelf as beeoming a prineely knight of 
j greet honor and fauc, He knew not tant these youthful 
faneiss must be crangst to substential visions of service 
| to a dine far sronter than any earthly king, ! 

Legene telle us that Froneis hed no sooner turned 
his eyes from his deszling armor, then he saw before him 
ea fellow knizht most shabbily clad, Franeis, ever senerous 
end whole hearted, straightway "made over his own <oOrgeous 
mantle and tunic, and ail Kis eostly aposrel to the poor 
knight, "2 | 

On the firet night, filled with Butense entuusiasm, 


. Franels naturally dreamed of his coming odventures. Legends 


1. Cuthbort, p.2u ff 
2e Ibid., pe 2l 
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disagree upon the details of the dreum, however on the main, 
Francis thought tuat. he stood before an array of shining 
knightly sras. One legend says that as he atood in the 
pelace of a beautiful bride, a voice said to him: "All 
this shall belong to you and to your werriors," This 

dream only quicxened his desire and confirmed his resolu- 


tion, In his anxiety, he assured his friends, "I know of 


a gurety that I shall become a grant prines,*! 


Lost in tas neat of aacgitement, the youth hurried 
on to Apulia to fulfill Kis expectations. Again, records 
fail us and we must infer from tse legends that remain 
@#uat probably hapgemed,. Sabatier says taat, hevings been 
atteezed by young Hobles on the way, Francis suffered 
with a fever after he resened Spoleto.* 

Jorgensen relates the story of another dream, 
fhis time the voices asked where he wented to go, "6 
Apulia to be a knight," Freneis replied, Wgell me, Franeis, 
who cen benefit you most: the Loré or the servent?" "The 
Lorc," was Freneis' enswer, "Then why Go you desert the 
Lord, for the servant, and the Princes for his vessels?" 
Ghen for the first time Francis realized who had spoken, 
and, like Paul, he eried out, “Lord, what do you wish ms to 
G07" This time the voice answered, "Go back to your home; 
there it snall be told you what you are to do. for the 


Vision you saw must be understood in another way." Francis 


is Cuthbert, Pe2i fe 
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awoke and began to ponder over want had taken place! 

Que thing was certain, Brancis nad failed as a 
knight; his dreams hed only been bubbles of enthusiasm, 

No doubt, the loss of his youthful ambitions saddened hii; 
yet he was not left stranded in the road. fo him, had 
returned this swareness of something deep and eternal 

whieh made its first appearance when he stood on the hill 
after his long sickness, This time the inmer conselousness 
had spoken to him as a guide. It direated him from the 
earthly pursuits of knighthood to a new peth. turning it 
over and over in his mind, Franeis eould not ses his way 
out, but trusted tne guide, and thereupon resolved to 
follow that guide. 

ImmeGiately Franeis took the road to Assisi, 4n 
explenation must be made to his friends, and most of all 
$0 his fathor., Cuthbert and Sabetisr think thet Francis 
wes 50 certain of his echanse thst the returm wes not et 
all diffieult, Xnowings Freaneis' sense of pride «s we do, 
we ean herély doubt thet he had great batiles with himasif 
over this point. Too well was he consgious that his dreams 
of which he boested to his friends Aad erumbled; too ¢on- 
seious wes he of the restlessness within his soul, and too 
well was he eweare of the dimmess of his future desting! 
Life nad become a serious problem and henceforth all his 


tnaouznts and actions began to take an introspective turn, 


1, Cuthbert, p.22 
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3e 6 "I «wa thinking of taking a Wife" | 
Franeis did not break suddenly with hie pest life, 

ie resumed hisplace in Lis fether's store, and atteniicd the 
feasts with his former friends, ito him tiiey were a side 
issue; his heert was absorbed in decper things and thouchte 
within himeslf, Often he slipreé away from their presence 
only to bury himesif in solitude. His friends were well 
asarh of his strange setions end only laughed at him saying 
thet he was im leva. One nisht, wien Franeis nad stepped 
out ef the line of tne company, end his frieads sad finally 
founé him lost ia profound revery, they suggested that he 
was thinking of taxing 4 wife, In anewer, Fraueis replied 
in ail seriousnses, "] am thinking of taking a wife more 
noble and more besutif al aad richer tuen any ys have ever 
geen." ihe fellews only laucned, but Francie had for the 
first time ziveu vole %o Bls Geepest thoughts. It was 
the new life, Lady Poverty, the new bride @how ne wos to 
eleim as his,’ | 

| This answer , wuen later esrrieé inte action served 
BS B grest land mark in the final step of his eonversion, 
Prencis beeame increasingly more silent, The struggle 
beceme more intense and, moreover, he must suficr alone. 
During this time, there was but org friend to uwhow he 
gould speak of tains thet troubled him, And, evexu oa 
aid mot understand fully. Most frequen tly, francis oaae. 


this friend with wim on longs walks gucng tue hills of 


1. Cuthbert, be 25 f. 
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Umbria. Woen they cane to a little cave, well kmown to 
Francis in these days of stress, Franecis,leaving his 
frioud outside, went in io pray. In these ions hours of 
meditation Praneis fought many battles. 

The biggest battle for Francis was the conquest 
with self, his pride. At heart, ho had siways been most 
generous, eMen to the poor. One day while waiting on | 
gustomers in his father's store, a@ beggar came in asking 
for alms in the name of God, Losing his paticnee, Francis 
sent bim away. At second thought, he bsigan to reproach 
himself for his umkindnese., lscviag Ris Gustomers, tie 
young merchant ran after tac beggar ani supplied ia well, | 

the political conditions of perpetual werfare in 
Italy in Fremeis' day brought many faailias te a state of. 
poverty. Taszee poor beggars were of uc inferior type; 
Gircunstauce ned Made them beg. For tasse, Francis had 
@reet sympathy; however heving lived in plenty all his 
life, he wes unable to feel aes the beeger falt.” 

In his perplexity, Franeis desided to go to Rems 
te visit the Ucly Apestics waom he doudtiess thought might 
give rest to his weary souls 

Upon arrival, Franeis ws surprised ai vue moagre 
offerings pilgrins brougnt to the tombe. Taneu he turned to 
tie beggars who erowded at the coors aud poured into their 


Qutctretciicé Heute wis alus, AoW seuse of freedom began 
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i to golue over him, Francie Must How experienge it all. There- 
upon he decided to den upon aAlmself the rags of a begzar. 

» All day tais wealthy son of a proud Frenes merehent, stood 

= outside St. Peter's asking for elms. In the evening he 
beeaue again the son of Bernerdone, but the change within 
was pitaneiit., in his experience he wae feeling a strange} 
nese toward his father's house, and, in its place, he 
developed s sense of kinship with the peor of the land. 

q After his return to Assisi, Franeis no longer fslt the 

need of bestowins his alms in seeret. Hut another experiences 

wae negessary to gutirely convert Franeis from his pride and 


selfishness, ! 


4 “what you used to abaor anell be @ joy and sweetness" 
Hot far from Assisi there was located & leper . 
eoleny exiled Sen Salvadore. In his youtx, Franeis had a 
feeling of horror ssc epantempt for lepers, By nature and 
traininzs, the wecithy som loathed them, While at Rome 


Freneis hed sonquerea hie pride in regard to ordinary poor 


beggars, but tue final vietory over self must eome with the 
leper, that which he sbhored. 

One day, while prayins, se heardi_a voice saying, 
"Francis, 2verytning waieh you aave loved and desired in 
tne flepn it is your duty to despise and Nate, and all 
wnien you used to avoid wili turn itself to great sweetnoss 


and execeding joy." foo well Francis kmew nis weakness. 


j 
; 
| 
| 


| le Cuthbert, Pe 2'] f. 


| What did he hate more than lepers?! 

. The final test ome one day while Francis was 
riding elons in the deepest thought. de suddeuly come 
upon a leper who hela out his armas, begging alums. Upon 

the first impulse, Franels , as usual, quickly turned 

away from the ahastly sight. But he remembered the words 
"Whaat you used to abhor shall be to you...joy and sweetness." 
Filled with the deepest emotion, Proneis turned, sprang 
from hie horse, ren to the leper, slaeesé his alms in the 
outstretened hands and kissed the fingers of the sick msn, - 
In @ moment, Frenois mounted Bis horse and wes agein on 
hip way. . 

Sverytaing Bad Bappenes so jaiesly that #vaneis 
only now besen to realize uhst heé taken place. His 
Meusested feeling, whieh cane involunterily, begen to leave 
Bhim end there flowed into Ais heart such s stream of joy 
end vietory that Frenecis herdly knew hiuself. fraly this 
was the final victory, over himself. At last ne hed cut 
the chain of pride which had tound him veth hand end foot. 

Lesiring to complete the vietory Frengis went to 
the hospitel, opened the gate, and gave alms to sll the 
lepers. As tuiese begguers, waoose bodiss were so corrupt, 
so decayed with disease, gathered about the wealthy son 


who used to seorn the poor cutcasts, Frascis now kissed 
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thode heads with great sompassion, This because a practise 
‘for Francis, and he eougidered it « ehorge wiieh had been 
given nin by God, Throughout vis life, Francis rewained 
& brother to the peor end the anfortunete. The comnand of 
the Lerd, "Go feet onc care for tae lepers," became a 
wetehworé to hime | . 

- Im the virrer of Perfsetion wa nave many stories 
whieh illustrate ths complete humility of Freneis. To 


~~ 


estadlish a "foundation of holy hwallity," Fraeneis 

ordere¢ the friers to abide for a time in leper houses. 
Francis oftes punissed Bigself for shang #2 ieper. “Let 
this be my penance tant 1 ect in one dish wita my Christian 
protuer,"! 

3 sabetier aud Jorgslisen olose tae stecses of Frencist 
Gouversion witn this vietery over self, dAatser must the 
Glimax ¥2 placed Later, waen he fully oxpextenced onenegs 


wits tae living Christ and heard His comaants. 


5. “Rebuild my ebureh" 

In these deys of ssexing, Freneis spent most of 
his time in solitude. de began to fesl the lonssomencas 
fox the deors of home, of friends, andi even of nis sows 
fathcr. Very often Francig toozx refuge in the chapels of 
Assisi, capeciully Sen Damien. Ome day when strangely led 
into tae cauren, Freaceis xneli before tae crucifix as use 


usl, But this time somethin; se®med to tace hold of hin, 


1. Mirror of Perfection, Everyman's Library 
EB. Pe Dutton ond Co., New York 


Cheptere 44, 56 (Hereafter referred to ass Mirror of 
| a { Perfection) 


tie felt tae presence of a mighty power. With an imploring 
gases fixed wpon the holy Ligure before hina, Braneioc beheld, 
ac it were, « form waich began to take life, Before hin 
stood the living Chriet! Crucified for nim! In the 
silonee of the moment Frenels eried out from the very depths 
of hia heart, "Great ond glorious Ged, my Lord Jecue Christ{* 
I implore thee to enlizhten me gid to disperse the Carenege 
Of my SOUL. sessse” From the Leving Christ came the living 
word, “Njow go henes, Francis, and cepair my enurch, which 
as thou seest is wholly in ruin," In the "troubling 
solemity of whe BoOMenkL Francis replied, "Lord, wlin joy 
will i do want taeu wighest,” At Lest, efter three years. 
of intense etruggle, Freneis swbrased the Living Christ,' 
fie unios wit. the Liviaes Carist veslily aerks the 
Glimex of Preneis’ conversion, Other imgortent nastics: 
‘must be won, but they rether serve as gupplewents, as 
entieglimexee to the finel union. @arthiy ties thet would 
hinger his work with the Neevyeniy Father aust bs cut. And 
@ ravelstion of be Great Commission must lead hin inte a.. 
lerger snd more worthwhile vocetion. - 

As Frencis left tae sanctuary, he gave the priest 
all the money ino had with hin and told him to keep a lamp 
always burning. Seving heard the call, Francis immediatesy 
plunged into action. ia order to provide maveriais for ihe 
repair of San lbaalon, Beruerdone's son, Havin, always haé 


ell tie money he wented, now loaded his fetuer's horse 


1. Jorgensen, peo 5b 


el 
with goods, took it to a neighboring city, Foligna, and 
sold it all, including the horse, In great haste, Trenéis 
returmed to Sen Danian to begin work st ones.' 
The prigst of the chspsl was shocked wion Francis 


gove hin the proeesds of his ceale, Furthermore, he ree 
fused to take ite Franeis sao insisted thet adh threw it 
om the windowesest, It appeare taat Froneis wes to mest 


opposition at every hands 


6, "Net father Bernardone, but Our Father woo art in Heaven" 
| the biggest fighi — his father, Upon hears 
ac 

ing ef fisiro's return hous, /Als Ciecovery tuat nig son 


@ in & eave, ¥hile 


heGd left the sity, Franeis sougat ret. 
Bere he experience’ great struggles, end after & few weeks 
ef resi mental snguisa, ue resolved to put ewey cowariles 
and to feee tus issue as & brave EMight. When he reap- 
peared in the streets of Assisi, we do not wonder thet the 
gnildren shouted to him, “Fszz0l Fsaesol (a sadmani a mad- 
meng)" His loag days of struggle, of fasting and physical 
neziaect ned not adced anything to his alresndy unbecoming 
person. And when the prowa merchant perceived thot it wa 
bis owi son at whom the children were jeering and chennai 
mad aud stones, he selzei Francia in a2 f1it of anger, took 
him home and gest in iu a dork oeller. @areate aud mise 
treatments however sily fiaed Feunvig' aind wors Limealy 


2 
upon kis resolution. 


jie Sabatier, pe5] 
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Agein and ogein, Pietro tried to foree his son to 
paternal obedience, but his futile efforts only hastened 
the tiwme for the final bresak.Upon the lost resort, the 
father took his ease before the bishop, When gelled upon 
to appesr before the episcopal tribunsl, Freneise exper~ 
feneed a lively joys The bishop advised Freneis to give 
up ell his property, To the grest surprise of tho erowd, 
the latter went to a room near by anc immediately returned 
utterly neked, the elothes wuieh as held , ke laid before 
the bishop. Then turning te the bishop, nis father, end the 
erowd Francis saic, “Listen, all ox you; until tais tine 
i have gelled Pistro Sermardoiie my father but now 1 desire 
to serve Ged. This is way I return this coney,as well as 


my @lothing emi all thet I have had from hin, for from 


Rhonseforta I Gesire nothing else taan “Our Pabber, who 


art in Heeven'." With this the ties of his earthly 


° fother were forever severed. For s0 long Franels had felt 


this bondage; at last he was free te give himself conplete- 
ly to his “Fehhor", | 

A leng marnur arose from the erowd as Pietro 
gethered up the clothes, without the least evidence of 
eoupesasion. Meanwhile the bishop wrapped the body of 
FPreneis in the felds of nis mentle, ani sent for a tunie 
for him. Tinis dramatic scene made many varied impressions 
upom the audiences. but to Franele this day wae « memorable 


one, It was « real Marriage daye 1t weant tant he had 


1. Sabatier, ped] 
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embraced tae new bond of love and wedded himself to Lady 
Poverty. ; 

Following an ouotionel experienee such as this 
Preneie felt the nesd of being clone, of realizing his 
joy, and singing the liberty for whieh he ned suffered 
go severly to obtain ,Leaving the elty, he "plunged inte 
the deserted paths " Shat lead to Mount Subsasio. 
in e few days he went baok to San Damism end resumed his 
work with renewed ardor. But not cll was peaceful for 
Freneis, for each new hour brought added struggles. 

He woe often tempted to cowatdies, waen eoufrontsd by 
his ferser fricnis, His fatner's fits of temper wexe 
also au Violent as ever, There is no doubt that sraneist 
tender heart was erushed at times by the sneering remarks 
wiieh cams from his immediate friends end family, In 
spite of sil these herdships, Francis, wao wos now « 
troubadour of the Living Christ, passed through the 
streets singins sonzse of joy end ghases” 
In 1206, the ehapel of San Demein wes finished. 
ImmeGiately Freneis begen to repair ths Portiuncula, 
While working here he prepared simself for a life of 
penitence. rather than one of oetivitys dis vision of 
the future seemed to be very limited. Kemembsring Lis 
experience before the Living Crucified Christ, frencis 


became Glissatisfied with nis present plouce 


i, Guthboert, p 40fl, 
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be 
Je "tho Great Commission" 

During the festival of St. Usatthius, waich woe held 
on vebruary 24, 12407, Francis celebrated the masse at the 
Portlumeuls. the priest read these words: “Wherever ye 
0, presen, ecying, "The Kingdom of Heaven is ot hand’, 
hoel the sick, ¢lecnse the lepers, east out devils, provide 
nelther silver ner gold, nor brass in your purses, neither 
serip nor two goats, nor shoes , nor staff, for the 
Lleborew ic wortay of nis hire”, With greet emotion, Franeis 
eried out, “This ie want I want, this is whet I em seeking; 
fron this dey forth I shall ae% myself with <11 ay strength 
to put it in practice." | 

48 quiekly cs he hac responded to the voice at 
Spolete end «t San Damien, Fraucis arose, tarsw aside his 
treveling equipment, Babe. Bet Gut to obey the apostolic 
eommand, The revelation Lay so deep ugos tis seul thet 
he hed not tue slightest doubt of Bis missions. Having 
teken this greot step, Prencis realized tiat he was truly 
a knight errant serving a far grester king then nis youth= 
ful dreeme hed pictured, 


1» Sabatier, pebvuf, 
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During the followin; yoar, (1207), Francis. remained. 
in Umbria, presvbing repentence to ali the people, dis | 
siaple words of Lleve enshrouded in a lige of? purity, eut 
into men's heerts like a twoeeiged sword, Everywhere men 
@lung te nis words efter thoy enee heard Aims, Meny of 
the eonverts beseme his gompenions,of waem Bernard and 
Sshide were the first. ce 

Preneis insistsé that his fellowers live a Life 
ef good Works. AS & rule for the fviers, he aiopted the 
pansess in Matthew 16224, 26 3192213 and Duke 71716, 
®his rule meent liters] ebedienee to the Commend as 
given in the Gospel. | | 

. in iéis, Freneis asd some of his companions went 
‘te Rome to ask Lor recognition of tacir oréer from the 
pope. innoesHit, doubtin. their sineerity, semeaanded 
thea to first go out mé preseh to the pigse Freneds 
aetually did this, emi upos his return, Innocent gave 
him the blessing for the prothornéod, | 

Ac Franeis ené the brithers went up and down 
Umbrie sincings and preaching in the simplest and yet 
most stirring monner, the brotherhoo! begame very pope 
uloer,. Membership with the Order was sought by scores of 


eonverts. Like tneir le dor their supreme joy wee in 


te Seheff, History iv.ed, fort 1>5 Pe sJIfL. 
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denying themeclvee in order to gain freedors 

Beeldos man who become friars 4 Franeis attracted 
another set of followsre, nomely, the sisterus Clare, « 
young wooen eof Avsici, and a elese friend of Freueiea, wee 
the first to abendon the world to live a weuestic life, 
Ausietiag hor to esespe fron hay home, Femeis took her 
to tha singel of Stedary's, Here Glare reasined, anc. exgane 
ised a slseteraoed ciailar te tse Freneisem brothernogd. 
Sue story of this beautiful wosen's eweet devotion te 
Frengis wiow sho leved most seorediy, @ar mol be surpaceecd 
in the peges of Biutory. S42 Lived only t9 serve the Christ 
by aeons of adminietering to the needs of Preungia omc the 
| protherss, | a. | | 


2hS Mestage ef Freneis for leymon em isyweaen #ne 
progsrrac to remain at BOGe@, eyolWed argumc tee prinei ples 
of purity preter riga. Livitge Le provavly Gic Sie gresiaus 
wera with tuese google. Sis slagle Pules oul be undere 
steed by ell,end be msde the guiding sia ef their everyday 
living. | | 

Freneis soon egen to eovet for the verecenhe Gn 
Rectaen surent, 88 Opportunity te aeur tue Geapele In thks 
yoor,12'/, Freneic ed eome of nig friare set out upon 
« eragede. The recorfe of thecs expeditions aro se frage- 
mentery en? unrealieble thet very little truths eon be 


érown to dstermine the sueeses of tam tour, Upon arrivine 


le écheff, diotery Vee sevtd le pedi) 
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in Spain, Preneds fell 411 and therefore had to return 

to tele: 

Upon his return, the “little poor men " diseovercd 
& new element waieh had been introduced into tie brother~ 
hood, the chief leader of tae group wee Cardinel Ugoline, 
wao deeidsé to sdapt the society to the Guise Im 1221 ané 
1225 a mew eode wes set sside for the brotherhood, This 
new rule wes eontrary to the ideals of Prenels « He had 
striven for freedom of movement, while Ugelino substituted 
monastic obedience, In «a very short time « mere orgenisa~ 
tion took tas plaee of spenteaneous asvotions 

Freneis ai4 net fully forsee the dmager of the new 
element, nor wes he sble to detset wae the enief offender 
might be. Um the Cther hand, Lhe sensed « deviation from 
his ovigine]l plans. io wis own ideale, tae “Little brother" 
@lung tonaclously. these worries weigne: neavily upon his 
Ming aud Pinally caused bis heelta to breaks In ize4, Ae 
Was eompelled te retizes to ba Verma, a besutiful spot in 
Gentral Itely. With him went some of Bis @losest sompenions. 
Whiletheres ,Freneis spent longs hours sommuning with God and 
neture. The birds end flowers were his bosom companions . 
fo them he talke@é snd presehed leve and kindness,” 

. Legend hes preserved for us s beautiful story of 


how Freneis spent hiv last weeks at La Verne. How much 


te Sabatior, p16cft, 
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truth there lies in the Stigmata story we are not able to 
ascertain, However, Brother Slias reported tant before 
Vraneis' buriel he sow the Stigmots, the foundation of 
the Christien felta in the Middle Agee rested upon the 
orucifiz, tae Suffering Carist, It hag been the eontbor 
ef Freneist leve for Jesus, auc furthermore he ardently 
desired to suffer for and with hic Christ whe Acé died 
for him, The legend reletes that after fasting and 
preying for many days, Freneis hed s most umusuel 
expericnee. He saw before him, a Pigar medics upon 
a @Prees, "Shen ths vision fjenppeared, he 251% shar 
b gufferinzge mingling with the egatasy of the first 
d momenta, Stirred to the very depths of his being, he 
. | was enxiously pseking the meaning of it all, waen he 
pereekyel epex his body tis stigmste of the Crucified, * 
in these Last day, wher penet by temptation 
end suffering from Kis Dlindness sac the wounds in his 
bedy, Sremcis composed tne "Cantiel » of tie Guns 
Ghis production wes more of s pious outburst of his 
passionete love for natures, then e work of arte” 
in spite of hie most inteness suffering, Freneis 
wag elwoys filleé with sonc,. The people loved their "Little 
protner",and sought his presence az if he possessed henling 
powers. Aseisi cleimed his body and thus had nia brought 


secretly to the native sity, before his denta, rranels 


i. Sabetier, pe 2p4h ls 
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dietated his will te ail the membera of the Order, Tt wow 
ule desire thet taey suould perpetuate bis spivitual 
presence in thems . 

On tae lest dey, Octoberss, 1226, im the poor 
cabin of the fortiunoula, the Saint whose sowl wee 
elweys filled with song, burst forth in a joyous melody. 
As the brothers bent over the frail form of their beloved 
Pather » they heard him say, "Seal God ke galling me. 1 
- forgive eli ay prothere, pressnt. end absent, thelr offences 
and faults, end abselve them seaerding to my power, Tell 
them so and bless them in my nage," Legend adds tag. 
pesutiful stery thet the larks flew.to ths ¢eli, and efter 
a period of silences, sang ticir nappy ferewsoll to the 
euler of sinesxas” 

Salvaterelli peye « besutiful tribute to tas 
“Boor litile prother” of Assisi wien le Baye thet 4 
"Ho one before #vaencis hac brougnt gen of this earth se 
nesr to God, nor aid any tast eeme efter him, end yet 
no one has bean nesrer to thom, end more ckin to thems 
In nim they hed seen Jesus pass throughout their lands 
end eities conversing with them end shering their lives. 
He had reised their eyes to heaven and senetified the 
OnYtNe scoot? had shown how happiness lies in our hearts. 
ile hed pointed out God in ell iis gresturess” ° 


le Sabutler, De 55352. 
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In the preectiings chapters © deserlotien of tha 
environment, the life, ané - full aseount of the eonver- 


sion experlenaer of St,Auguctine and of SteProneis have 


been givens, Let us now throw light upon these experiences 


and meke a fair comparison of tue two, noting carefully 
taclr similarities and dissimilaerlticss | 

. fesse great bulwerks of tae Carlstien feita were 
in every vespect, men of tacir thes, shey Lived with, . 
their peepls; taey felt the reetlessnees thet beat in 
men's Ree¥ts} enc yet tasy found thot rest mh pease 
ia God. thereto tacy became shepherds of the wendaring 
souls of their time. 

Sith this in view let us make « eomparieen of 
the @nie? influeness of the time ani placa in which 
both lived, In the twelfth an thirteenth centuries 
St. Praneis of Assisi lived to sae the Golden Age of 
the Kowan Catholic Chureh, the birth of which St. 
fugustine witnessed in the fourth ond f£ifti econturloes. 
Both perioégs were cetwaaped with “unrest. the price pald 


for tae birth and growtu of CUhrlstiwilty was grant. 


In tho days of Augustine tue chief strusygle 
for Ghristionity was with poganbiem, wales nad seoured 
a firm grip upon tae world, 1t Wes Augustine, the grent 
Leader and founder of tis Roman Catholie Church wio 
held the frase together, ac he weteked the great empire 
Geeey in the hands of hentnonioms Im this case the ef 
ghief Genger game from without, while in the thirteenth 
emntury the germ worked from withins 

In Treneist dey the Chureh was supreme; the 
people thought only in terms of the ehareh<s But in 
| spite of its powerful influeness, the psesle bagen te 
weary of its dominanee, their anief Gause for dissatis- 
faction lay in the corruption of ths slesys 

fhe monastic life was the asans of aseape for 
those wie desired to live e life of purity end Christ. 
‘Like obedienes, After hic eonversion, Augustine's 
first desire gas te spenc nis life in selitude ené 
ponitenecs, it was ealy tae greater vision of service 
to help fight tae battle of Uhnristianity that took 
hin from the monestary. With Froneis » the passion 
for servies oni the love of mankindxept him from living 
& 14fe of solitude. | 

phere were also 4n both periods, mony orders 
and seets waien offered a substitute for tie rigid 
rule of the Christian. the Municheuns of Augustine's 
dey were ag hevaful to tue Gaurch as the Uatuarians 
Hine handred years loter, After cine years of Geeeption 


Augustine discovered thet the sioniehvanse were sheep in 
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vheep's olothing. Fraioie was very littls influcneod 
by the most harmful and radieal sects that existed in 
Itely. che wore moderate orders of wendileunts, opened 
up a mew field of service to the Aveiom youth, who 
had great compassion for the poor ond unfortuncts 
people eround him, These traveling poor men, unlike 
tho reformers of the fourth eentury, preaehed Carist- 
like obedicnes, Their words end deads boenme saeds 


whieh fell usen sood ground, promising to bear rich 


fhe most siznifisant evidences ef ths intlusnse 
of the time upon the lives of these saints ley in the 
seciai life of tas eomsunity, Hwaldiea oni Umbria were 
pots bleased wits partisuler beauty. But 1t was Freneis 
wae teok tails blessizg ss a gift from God, Augustine sa 
segaed to be too absorbed iu tse vationelistie side of 
life to spend time finding isspiration in nature, He 
Goulé never be contented by talkiny to the birds. 

In vogeard to eduestioneal adventages of the two 
eities, ucither hed anythins of value to offer, Augustine 
socucht it eleewhers, but *renele, the lover of the hills 
felt no need for more sehooling then that waien the 
priest gevo hime 

Zhe groatest differenes in tis two communities 
is found in tie social lite, Lit iv trues tant bota 
Auguetine and Freneis enjoyed happy eaildneod duya, 

Sut tie morel influones of Avsisl wis Corteinly sinller 


to that of Ziniagavtiae. As Ffunois went out to play, ho 


nN 
Was BOL introduged to tae pugan gemes in wile eheating, 
lyilag, omc atealing wore tae guile? delight, iu ais 

eorly youth the pasplons of this sesisen lac were not 
aroused by enticing pagen pleasures. this Lover of 
usture end rever of the hills wes mot charmed by 
“Humidien Lights" or by the "Semen roade™s He who was 
prinee of his fellows, and wee spent his evenings daneirg 
and singing with hie friends in the publig square , was 


not led inside doors of theatres wiere passions of the 


gods were trensformed in humen action on tHe stugee 


Ner did the Assisen dreamer of knigathood whe relived 
the tales and wesong the songs of tho troubadours, be~ 
eome intoxicated with tae "gculdron of annoly leves" 
whien were found in the stories of the Boas end goddessebe 
in m8 sefise Was tae Umbrd en youtsa seriously influcnesd 
by the existing corruption within the Church. But for 
Auguetiaze ther wos a sea of tomptctions. From his earli 
gerliest ehildhoo@ deys the Remen youth lived ix the 
heert of pagen influenes, In a word we mey sey thet 
St. Augustine was born 62 © pasen world and Bt. Freneis 
of 6 Christian world. | 

Stronze a. it may soem, Augustine and Fraucis 
were born in homes wuieh exerted quite similar influences, 
In both families there was « diviwion of opinion upon 
the gubjest of dealing with tne euildren,. fatric us 
a8 well ag Pietro wos busily eugesged in busluess , 


consequently, Littls attention wis given to tie vons, 


rb 


ray , Oye am i tramee ae ws) 

Oe nea by a eT ROP Ae ART A) PPR 

a ‘ iy sat kate aa, 
Pe ay te, hme 


72 
Even though Patriocus wae u pagan by Lalth, he was 


pot mearly ae cruel aud Bareh es Pietro who wos at 


Least a nowinal Carvisticne Augustine’ s father probe 
ably used mo restraint in keeping bis son away from 
the pagen lusts, however Pletro refusing to listen 
to hie son , hemnered ot Freneis hoping ta subject. 
In all of the writings of Augustine, there is no 
vesord of resentment for his father, walle with 

Freneis , the paternel sdmonitions caused him to 
finally renounce nie father « 

. In both eases the maternal influenees upon 
Augustine and frenels are quite sirixing, dennies and 
Pilea were gentile, pure ond refined mothers. Withe- 
Oat the gerly nurture in the gentler tulugs oflife 
thers two mes would protably never have risen above 
the level of tas average citizen of als dey. As 
deonctice brssthed inte the life of her aacll son, the 
Ghristies yearning for God and the highest virtues 
of 1ifs, so Piea fed Freneis with the refined end 

gultured virtues which were o part of aer noble 
heritage. | 

In other ways, however ,lionnigsa ond Yiea were 
quite unlike.Pies, quict,eunrufflei, and patient 
alwoys trusted Froneis in every cirouastanes. daile 
lounmien, like the typioul early Christian, lost ner 
gense of good judgment in the wmialety of the future 


for 4Jugustinee As ao result Aec yoaarnings and weepings 


13 
vecane a torment and ce goad to Augustine, Without resl- 


ising it Mounier kept her son from confiding in her, 
We do not know just how mueh Fiea eonfided in Praneto 
but we know that she remained hie friend when 111 
avout him ridiculed him, After the hmavsh futher had 
tarow Freneis in the eeller, lt was Fiea woo fed him 
aud released the boy waen Pietro want to Fronees | 
sush were tae eontlicting influences bart Qheo 
is sted 4 botin fuullies. Sut we are most greatful to 
the mothers who in apite of their wecknesses, teok 
the opportunity of trainings their sone wille in Sheir 
shilanood. | 


‘SteFreneie and SteAuguetine lived as other 
| venti of their tow lived, teking part in all of its 
aetivitiess. Sova of taen became lenders of tholr groupe 
fagastine, wantin; no ong to excel aim,not only beerug 
p¥icee "in the raetorie senool", bui cleo euief iu all 
the excesses Of sins, Fraomeis elso @ulle. ulmself tie 
prinee of nis friends. The reason for the popoulerity 
of gach of tuem wee due to different factors, 

Freneis alweys heaving on ebundenes of money 
in hie poekote geve to his frien’s most gonerousl y. 
It was the wealth of money thet later caused Francis 
to morry "beady Poverty". It was the final renouncee 
ment of #11 posseesion that fried nim from sin, 


On the other hend, Augustine having no money 


14 
seoured his followlng of frlienus by meanme of the keen 
use of his wite and the excessive desonstration of 
his erase for ute loves, Lt wos tue habits of bodily 
Gesires tact became Augustine's chief batile ground 
during his eonvercion Ceya. It we from these sins 
thet he had to free himesl? veer he ettaines the 
Pullmces of Truth, 

_ Frenels wos, however, ne mer> « paint then 
fagustine wes sinner, Ani yet, the youthful hanite. 
ef Freneis were net buried in the "sea of earnel lucts" 
6s were those of duguetine, Waen Prangis Peagicd tas . 
point where he ¥eallas. that life Gemanded & purpose 
ang an elm, Be Gid not eet to gake « radical change 
in Sis meaner of living, ani yet, ta tae BGlnt, ils 

| pre-Gonversion Years wore fall of foil,.in His numble 
apirit, “reneis felt eondemmied and henceforth Lived 
& life of poniteneca. On the other hunc, sugustine 
hed sunk so far in the “ilre of Babylon" that it took 
a mighty power to froe hin, For him life required ea 
"right about foes" in «11 manner of living, 

In the pages which follow we shall elearly 
see how heevily the habite of youth weighed upon 
dugustine and Freneis as they tried to work out 
tueir own salvation, Becauss of the wide differences 
in their youth, their metiod of atiack and final 
outcome shall be guite unlixe exon others And yet 
each reeohes ais goal and thereby Leaves a heritage 


of exporlences for the world, 


idee) 


45 


vue of the mest outetondin,; Giilerences in 
tue inherent natures of Augustine and francls is 
the intelleetual powors.Augustine’s gift of a eleer 
ineisive ond eritioal mind enabled hin to penetrete 
the learning and religious degms ef hic dey. After 
he found Truth, he beeame the thinker of his faith, 
ané is sonebdersd the greatestoe? the early theologians 
of the Csetholie Church, Hernesk esys tast he "took 
religion out of the eosmolesy ani tas eultus ang dee 
monstrated end eherished it in the demain of deepest 
“Lige end soul." | 

gnen 1% eae te tne intellectual ceeemplish- 
mots, tae poor little frenelseen brother gould never 
ante tais mountain. ie doubt #rceneis wae not even 
aware thet tae mind sould penetrate tae learning ef . 
the Gay and refutes the false doctrines whieh endsnigsred 
Ghristionit#. Nor was he aware of the profundity of 
the thinking of the great shureh lestere who passed 
_ before nim. Freneis never intended to ba learned, In 
fact, he anid of himself tant he was illiterate. Just 
what #rancis meont vy thls s.otement, we do net know, 
At any rete, we ere esrtala that he disliked lesming 


besause he feored taet 1% would destroy Auallity. 


te siarucek, siletory Vp, ped 


Later waon Frenecis realised that hig ideals Zor the 
Orders were being adulterated by modifications, he 
had not tae ability to find tae ¢ause, even when 

the ehief offender lived with uim daily, “ven though 
this little brother of the poor was so destitute of 
learning, do we not love him end marvel at the greet 
influence waieh he had upon men of hic time. 

Let us im more deteil compare the educational | 
sdverntezes of Augustine end Freneis, The Reman system 
of eduestion in the eorly eentures was eomparatively 
good, It offered a shilosepnical and voeational train~ 
ing to oll, Uf tiis Augustine tock advuontage. 
ia the twelfth century, tie system of sdueation wes 
VOry poor, He glementary giudies were givon by the 
Loval priests whe were usually quite isuorant. Yurther- 
more tuere seemed to be no incentive in srencis' éey 
for = youmy man to attend universitives in forcign 
gities. it seems thst he did very well without it, 

Whst wac to Freneie a soures of evil beeane to Ausustine 


& powerful werpon of de?enee, 


mote 
le 


vi 
D ata 
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IVs SUORIGNAL all HEWLGLOUS Batuiss 


Upon attouptiag @ Qoaparivon of tie suotions] 
and religious Gaturey of two iadividuele one is liwit- 
aé alsest exclusively te iuplications whieh mey be 
adreowa frou the 1ifa aetivities of the Persons gohcericd. 
Jowaver, St. dugustine hee left us en sutoblegre phy of 
his seul, But for St.FBaneis ws must draw our om 
eouelusionés | | 

By noturs, bots Augustiae and Proieie were ree 
ligiouse in taesir youta tas; ware Festlese ata Gissetiae 


fied until they 2OuURG gence Ih GOue Ausustine Sele teat 


ell men APs restless oie ube har Feyeose in ile eas this 


uEEees appeekoc AG UG ehsierost foras and frou veryliue 
CBUsee. FPaGGis' emotional taste religious gkperi mees 
were bera out of a deep love for all erentsé SHiNees 
ED petro ne these skperienees were G°velopod frow 
bie love for knowl ségewnien found sxoresesion in the 
study of orsets enc foetrinetse 

ihe nille and plsings never failed to warm the 
Jubsica"s necrt, sxveypt on the Gay wien He Pecliscod | 
for tao first time thot there was gonetaing ar gvacte 
er ant far @ore pevetrating tush Butlare, AB tue Hew 
world of tuiuge avermei begen to daw du ble Lita, 
the @re ted talizs vecwass to bie-e eave. of Gouieuw Lon 
wits tug setusie ZO tie dantuy Prouvlwe Pegurded tia 
OFe.ture. of Lue worl se e@biluren OF vou au there- 


fora se vrothers of vain, 


et 


ere 


tf 

i 
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pe 
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| Francis' seompuegion end deep love for men, 
sapecially tae unfortuncte, sows wie religious tone 
deney. even before his vonverslon, Froneis consei ence 
keenly prieked his prids when tae young merehant sent 
avay the besger with out food, This cet and wundrode 
mors which fellow his sonversion, show how purity, 
sineortiy, kindness, compassion and brotherly levys were 
all inborn treite of his relizious naturs, | 

| ®yeneis wes e gract meditater. Prom his eurliest 
eenversion days, he loved to stesl avay to tas Hills, 
#he more he besase involved in tne spiritusl things of 
1ife, tne lonser and mere frequents times Ae spent in 
eonsmunion wita Ged,At these times Freneia never acld 
his emotions in recerves 

duguetine probsbly loved naturs, but other 

things took supremacy with him, Insteed ef listening 
for God in the sone of tne birds, he seerghed the 
pases of some book which promised Trath, In nis appsrent 
feilure of findins it, he 44d not give up, but d:ove 
himself on to the very end, It we only when he yleldad 
hie outwerd will to the inner voice, that his relisious 
neture wee most evident. At the final submission and 
renunciation, his emotional and religious feelings 
2v08e in triuaph. thus, the very fact that on», who 
for fifteon years fought go furiously aguinset tie 
Divine exll anc at tae ond of tie period, finally 
yielded, ie proof enough of aie euuownent of a nighly 


relisious neturee 


9 


vs seit nk ab lbh alr oh tlie 


fo botan Augustine and Francis thers came a 
time in tasir youth when life took ou o new moaning, 
The, became aware thet Life required ea purpose and 
:) eim, The tide for awakening appeered_in dagustins 
at the eg> of seventeon yeere end in Freneis at 
twenty-two, The way in whieh they alecoverd the light 
war quite differant. — | | 

te augastine, wacs@ lite decisions Were marked 
by vodieal ehanges, this new awakening game almost 
anstently. oefere taat uoment, be Was unaware of ths 
glory that lay shead of him, As Ao recd, the light 
suddenly gu0ne, Sefore sim stood trata orrayed 1a 
ell her glory snd besaty, But to #raiels whose ill- 
neoes tock the glamour out of life, ther did not eome 
a sudden fullness of lishntse ie sought it, but the 
enly setiefaction whieh same wes 2 ?sint glimmering 
of hone, To him tiie apery o? light wos enough te 
Lerd nim on to things sternel, | 

4s eoon as Augustine Giseovered the great- 
possibilities of the fature, he wos filled wita 
"¢he inersditis burning desircs for an lawortality 
of wisdom,” On tae other anand, Yrencla was uiable 
to detect the things for wiich oso seesed to be seareh- 
ing. 48 o result, ag adopted tue polley of doing tie 


taing waich sesmec the most Batur:l way out, liven 
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though he aecepted tie direst call wales came to him 
to fulfill bis youtaful dreans of knighthood, yet in 
the inner workings of nis soul, tie mew purposes | 


-begah to push themselves out, | 


‘Beth Auguehine end Franeis in their childhood, 
days were treined to believe in God, However, the real- 
ization of persona? expericnes of the presences ef the 

‘Lavine, -eaue for the first time when the new light 
of life began to dawn. ln his intelleetual awecening 
to tPata, £ugastine longed to Pink vote He aaye, “dew 
inwerdig did tue hexrsow of ay oul pant after Theel” 
sie Knew tlict he lieked something, but "Knew Him(dod) 
net to be a opirit, nor knew that true inward right- 
gousness"s” | 

Tne faint concscicousnese wiieh eeame over Freneis 
ef he stood on the pleins, grew into © revelation of 
Divine Truth in the Graam at Spoleto. Immediately apon 
hearing the voiee from within, Franeis knew wast it wns. 
As quickly as Augustine seizec tae Rew Word of Truth, 
Fronmeis celled out, “Lord, whet wilt thou lave me to do?" 


ue rejoiged ut tae direction of the Livine Yower, Frow 


1. Confessions, Book iI1,(4) 


2, bids, (4) 


. fe 
this moment on, ¥rancis continued to ebide in tute 
consciousness end presence of vod, : ; 

we ore inelined to believe thet the growing 
gonsolousness of the Divine ws eoversd over in 
Augustine by his Gesires for esrthly things. Sy the 
eet ef his ow will the proud student, refuced to find 
. God in the simple way in which others had dons, After 
twelve yoars of wendering snout, he @aploya: the seme 
will to help him onter the Divine fresenee, Augustine 
seye of himealf, while ander tas influsnes of Anbrosa, 
"] wes drawing nearer by litile ead little, end wie 
eougelously.” . 

Ghe mediums oy wale Auguatine au Freneia 
orvived at the full Reality of Ged cre quite different. 
4g tie Seripture beesae t.c Livinghord to Augustine, . 
eo the Crueifix beease the Living Christ to Fr-ueis, 
Svrom their early youth they ned used these instruments 
66 galideé to truth. In Augustine's years of conversion, 
there was lon¢ poriod of time in which he refused to . 
look at tne Bible, Hic semse of pride caused hin to 
ebhor the simplicity eof the Seriptures , snd turn to 
the more phitesophicel veoke, It wis only tarough 
Ambrose thet Augustine saao to realize that the "Spirit 


givetau lize". Augustine did pick up and rend, and most 


ie Vonfessicns, Book V,(1i2) 


2. Sbid., Book Vi, (5) 


fervently. And them, in the garden, wien he taurew 
ewag they vell of pride, he pereoived taat ae knew God, 
in mueh the oeme way, Franeie gained tne full 
consolousiess of God when the Crucifix took on new life, 
Even though frencis wae willing st eny time to give up 
every thing for the gift of the Spirit, anc Ausustine 
on the contrary, wee unable to shake from himself the 
ehsins of sin,yet both possessed o tower which drove. 
them into the fold ef Gets 


20 everyones wao stends in awe end worship in 
tne presence of God, thers somes a deep end plereing 
senee of guilt for numen weekness, Both Aucustine - 
ena Frencis knew their basstting sing, Ahich of trom 
Pelt the moet romorse from the viees of their youth, 
we eon hordly sey. On is inelined to think thet the 
greater offender feels his guilt sore keenly, but 
with Frencis this is not true. In all his parity of 
heart, his simplicity of mind, and his sincerity of 
purpose, this humble servant punished his body most 
severely for sinnuin,. The erying nots of Augustine’ 
Confessions ie taat of guilt ond reworse, Like the 
propiet of old, no called out, "Woo is mef for i am 
undone; because I am «a mon Of unclean lips and dwell 


in the midst of en unclean peoyle." (lsaiah vi:)) 


, “at 


gz {3 
We ar® uncertain of the time when either Augustine or 


¥raneis first felt thls eongciousneus of sing Sabatier 
gaye tact efter the experience’ at Spoleto, ween Prancis 
ranalized the sbiding presence of God in nic 1lifs, he 

_ G@asirsble, In the inoident where Freneis rebukes hime 
self for having turned eway the leper, tae gouth shows 
@ Soest seute sengciousnesss of ain, fTuat wnieh as had 
always abhorred, the sensitive Fellowar now rezgabied 
a8 4 temptation to be conquered. Seemuse of his csep 
géilt of sin, francie spent sours in the eave weapiag 

> ond Fepontins for his past dissication. These nours 
of sng0ny spent in solltude, are proof enough ef his 
eonvietion of sin. 

Suraly sugastine Wee g@onscicous ef Ais evil 
weye, For fiftoon yeare he steeped his lifs in sin, 
fven thougn tne pagen world in whieh he lived, gave 
no heed to the limits of immorclity, Susustine Was 
given due warning by his Christian mother, She prayed 
fer Rim and pleséed with nim not to comuit fornieations 
Khather then ob2y this women, the youth stole Away, 
hoping to escape restraint. For nine years he lived 
under the ¢issillusionment tuot ads earnal pleasures 
eould be justified by the Manichaelatic doctrines of 
good end evil. Aujustine's most severe conviction of 
sin-came in bis thirtileta year. He suys that "my henrt 


pessionetely crisad out sgeitist 11 my pientome", 


Proa tals hour to the sgowe du the gorden, « yoar loter, 
Augustine's Bhecrt wae rent with tie consclousness of 
his folly.and vieos, 
the reason 

A Gigeussion of the/gontrest of tas conscious- 
ness of sin shell be taken up in the topic “Obedience”. 
However we may eay here thet Augustine besause of hie 
own wilt refused te give ap hie worldly plensures end | 
therefore Ginmed Bis sengs of sin as well sos Als eon 
snleuaness ef God, On the other asnd, Francis in his 
eniléliks mind and neckt so abuorred his cins tast he 
imaedintely east t4sm ous of Bis life. 


When Augustins end Francis stoed upon the 
tiresnold ef their eonversion, there loomed up before 
them @ wnole line ef habits weieh they hed sequired in 
their youth, &¢ ones the now feeling of restlesaness 
for Truth and Gof whieh issued out of the inner soul 
eems inte conflietwits the ensuing wase of salloused 
hebite whieh buret from the outwerd solf, hese 
bleedy eonflicts continued in as Keart of Augustine 
for fifteen years end in Praneis only five years. 

Kevalling tae gomparizon of the social aabits 
ofthese men, we are unsvle to feel wits tuea tae pain 
waiek theses struggles cauged. lio glean of eustasy cane 


without tas olouds of despeir, no setise of sasurance 


65 
came Without ive Goubtw aud uncertainties; and no 
ecoming suceesg wos wade witout « reaction in utter 
failures — 

‘the exyerlenees of Frencis with wis friends 
at feacte, with bexware at Rome, wid with the ebuge 
wnion he reselved from hie father, were foress thet 
worked egeinet the new desires of following the Christ, 
The greatest etruggle howover, wee with hthe lepers, 
¥rom hie ehil¢heed, Froneie like all eitisens of Assist 
ebhorrad lepers, end sought to avold them, ike volee of 
the Living Unrist wie nad commanded him to feed the 
poor and eare for tha lepers, rang in Bis ears, <he 


batvle continusd until frangia yielded his desires 


Per oodily taings to tast of tae Limina,! 


wita Augustine tae desires fer lustful pleasure 


overeshadowed Hic life, Yue of tie bitterest eonfliets 


Wee taat with Bis mistrese, The deap, sincere love 


wiles Ke showed for her suffered in the Bottle against 
the dosixe fer fame, Augustine seid, "My heart wee torn 
ond bleeding," and again he speaks, " My heart passione 
ately eried out against sll my phantoms end with tais 
one blew I sought to beat eway all the unolean troop 
whieh buezed sbout. And le} being saares put off in) 
tie twinkling of andeye tasy gatiered again about Wa, 
flew into my Leee and begloudsd it," : 


1 Vonfessions, Book Vi, (15) 


2. Ivid., Book Vil, (1) 
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fhe couversion experleness of St. Augustine ond 
St. Prenelis were aost dramatio. the life aetivities 
of their youth aleo gave rise to mach emotion, The 
native restlessness for God eaused them to eenter their 
wnhols emotional life upon tas struggle for pesee end 
PEE. 

We heve deseribed St. Augustine es one who 
made sudden and most rodi¢gsl dicisions, ihe immediate 
ection took place waexu Be set Bis will to win, Sut to 
the artistic little brovacr of the Umbrien Hills we 
would not ati firet iupulse naerive SUG Graketie quali-e 
ties. However, Franeis' whole life was saturated with 
quotion, 0 His ehildlike love for nature, the songs 
ef tne birds were an inspiration ae they burst forth 
im most beautiful songe of praise, hen involved in 
the battles with his own self, Francis exercised self} 
control end restraint even te the point of exeess. 

or experience with the leper marks a 
erent vietory over his owm pride und nest typleally 
Seserives his dramatie action, After naving felt ree 
morse for turing from the thing walea he hed all his 


lige avhorred, tue eustere sud feerless youth proceeded 


to force himself to do a tuing of grace--something which 


no one had ever domer-kies tie lepere ihe most complex 
mixture of emotions arose within him eat this moment. 


Hardly did he know whe: he hed done, ‘“‘Wworything had 
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happened se quickly, Simllar draastisc seanes may be 
found in most every experience in St, Prancis' life, 
In faci, wien experiences did uot occur to arouse Lis 
emotions, he proeceded to seek solitude waere ke gave 
vent to his feelings violently. 

As Preneis responded to avory paase of life 
with secompenyins emotions, so Augustine, in als long 
restlessness, gave iimeel? gompletely over to the emo- 
tions of wis being, augustineis life is seared with 
dramatis action, bus ta gardeli seeie appears ta be 
‘tne most elimactic, In it tus movement was as rapid 
ao it wos waen Frencls ast he leper, Augustine's 
own worde deseribe sis easional feelings, "there 
arese a migaty storm bringing a signty shower of 
tears," "i was weeping in the most bitter contrition 
of my heart." "I selacd, opened, cnd in silenee read." 
Indeed, no better words may be employed to describe the 
dramatic element in sueh an axperienes,! : 

And thus, we observe tie migaty powerful passions 
of @ proud and fiery nature like Augustine's succumb to 
peaes and simple crest at .ne direction of a little ohild. 
While,on the other aend, we see tae peaceful, kind and 
brotherly love of a pure child-lixe Aeurt of Francis 
lead Atself out to the soul of the lowest and most 


putrified numan fora, 


1- Confessions, Book VIII (12) 
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x BRArEE 


Both Augustine an@ Frencis heve taught us 
to pray. During tacir struggles of conversion, prayer 
became the means by which they poured? out their souls 
to God end in return, reesived Ais Redewptive GPEGS. 

#reneis es well as guguatinze wee taugnt im his 
eulldaeed to pray. the first words that Augustine Llearme 
ad to spesk were expressions of prayer taat connies Bad 
taugat nim, ven taough the pleasures of their youth 
tendsd to erewd out this passe of life, yet tee early 
training resappeered in a fuller forma. 

Wien fuguetine lebored under the belief that 
ne eoulé find Gec throush recson slone, he lost his 
touch with the Infinite, However uven the revival of 
the eorseicusmecs ef God and of sin, Augustine saya 
thet he groaned in Kise preyors,.but Heard not God, 

In nic potitions and plasdings, he hopsd to regain 
strengts in order to gonguer his grosu faults, 

Upon awakening to a mew purgose in life, 
Preneis set out imsedilately to fine the waster's will 
fox his life, 1t was eslefly tarough coustent communion 
with Ged thet he wos able to solve hie difficulties, 

It wee through prayer thot Frencis received his vision 


of the Living Christ upon the Crucifix, 
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It is interesting to note how mach Augustine 
depended upon ths examples of others for elinshing 
his own decisions; while FPreneis referred to no one, - 
exceyt to an old priest, and he did not understand 
the heart of Francis. 

the main lines of influence upon Augustine 
eame first through Aubrose, wiese winulus personality 
eaptivated Augustine. Also, upon Nesrin; of tas decia~ 
icon of Victorisius, thet great stcteaman, and of 
Anthony's influenes upon men, Augustin: felt a keen 
sense of shame at nis weskness end cowardice. 

Those wie probably influenced Freneis the most 
were the travelins poor men of Italy, They precehed 
love and purity of living, and practiced the commends 
of Jesus. From thesé poor mendicants Francis no doubt 


received his first desire to literally isitats the— 


lige of his Crucified Lord. 


SAugustine and Francis were quite different in 
their obedienes to the Livine Will. fhe action in the 
lives of each woe the exercise of the will, Augustine 
said thet the chief eause for evil lay in the will, 
"It wes I who willed, I who nillec, I, I myself", 


1. Confessions, Book VIli, (10) 
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Perhaps theo element of pride whieh wes predom- 
insnt in both Augustine and Freneis, cauesd them to 
surrender their better selvas to the wanker one. 
fhe pride whieh in froneia brought temporary dinobedience 
helé in Augustine « firm grip so tant he had no control 
over himself, At spoleto 

Upoa perceiving the kuewledgs of tas rigs 
wey, frencis obeyed immeciately. AY Spoleto, ae heard 
the call eme responded instantly; om the road whers the 
beper set begging for sclms, Fremeis obeyed after first 
turning eside; at Sen Demien, before the Bishe» end 
finelly @& the masse in the Portiuneuls, he willingly a 
ecesvted the enll of the Chrict., Nowhere in the life 
of the proud Augustine before his conversion, do we 
find recoré of & series of events to whieh he geve 
complats obsdienes, a in the last struggle, when 
in utter torment of soul, Augustine's inner conscience 
whispered, “Be it done now, de it done aow,"and "I all 
but enacted 1t ".At this he sunk back to his former 
state of rentionancnt, 

| Hot until he heard the voices of « little enild 

wao reminded him of the need of deep and unfeigned 
humility, did Augustine obey completely, And having 
thus cast off the clock of pride as Frencis hed done 
in the presence of the leper, the great warrior became 


tmoanter of his own fate end enptain of hie own soul", 


1. Confessions, Book X,(1!) 
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Vhen the voioe at Sen Damien osid, “Kebuild 
my chureh," BPreneis in his simple love of service, 
literslly obered the command, The Apostolic Command 
wos in freneic mind the only true way to serve his 
Master, This clement of ehildlike obedience was entire» 


ly ebsent in the broud-minded, iutellectual, end ratione 


; i 
al sugustines. 


Aas #aguetine and FPrangis stood ix the Pineal 
stages of their eonversion sxperisness, there were 
mony things whieh they were eompeled to renounes, 
Upon seeing the fouluess of his past lifes, Augustine 
desired to cast overything eside and begin ais life 
anew. ue baegen by renouncing ais @laing todesires of 
tae fleeh, Fearing thet he might not be strong euough 
to stand tae test, ae gave uy Hie tauching position, 
truly this penitent sinner wee willing to renounce 
averytaing to gain the selvation of Ais saul, 

Francois chief hindrance wes nis possession of 
worlaly goods, ie considered money as an umnecessrry 
evil. He elearly cew the harm thet his fether's 
nbundanee had been to him, We are vot ot o11 eurprised 


at the little brother’s desire to renounes all wealth 


1. Jorgensen, Pe 5b 
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and poseession in order to merry Lady Poverty; however, 
We ean hardly understand the drastic measures which he 
took in beeking sll his home ties, it is very true 
thet the battle wita his father had been a gGad to hin, 
tnerefore in ais passion to serve men, as freed simeealf 
from everything waich wigat ainger the servige. 

6 bOtG Of the sguinte tug Pincl act of renounce-~ 
went of the world all its pleasures, besaae & soures 
of greet joys jugustine is Sis own way says, "waist I 
feared to be parted from, wes now ea joy to part with, 
Fer Thou didst east thes forth from me, and for them 
entereist in Thyself, sweeter then ell pleesaure, not 
to flesh end bleed; brighter then sll light, but sor: 
hidden than all depths, higher then all nomour, but 
Rot to the high in their own coneclia,” auile 
Freneic desiring to ley eciaim to nothing in this 
world ss hie own, Yrelesd nie gentle voles and said, 

"I desire to say nothing elee thun,*Uur Futher, who 


art in Heevent ", 


* 


1, Confessions, Book Ix, (1) 
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CONCLUSION 


In a few concluding parcaeraphs, let us 
summarize carefully the simblarities and dissimilar- 

itics of the gonversion experisnees of Ste augustine 
ond Ste Frezicgis., ln soms respects they quite reseabla 
euch other, however, most usually tacir lifts decisions 
are Very Gictferent, 

fac most outetending point in likeness is 
thet of unrest, Sabatier calls 1t “nomesiekness for 
holiness", waile Augustine ssys thet "our heert is 
restless until 1+ find rest in Thee", It wes this 
urge of unrest thst kept their souls slive during 
the periscds of severe conflicts, It was restlessness 
for etermel things whieh first awakened them as youth 
to mew life; 1t was gestlessness which kept them from 
living « stagnant life; and it was restissoness waleh 
which brought tuem Pace to face wits contlicting de« 
Sires; anc 1t was restlesaness wiieh finally, led them 
tarouga the battle ground to the camp of victory and 
on into the rasks of ths [ternal Lite. 

tne eatermal forees of euvironument tust cast 
Augustine end Frenegis in the mould ov their time are 


very different. While Augustine's eerly youth was 


steeped in the dissapations of pagenism, Francis’ esrly 


yeers were products of the Chureh end of the joyous 


but clesn pleasures of the city in which he lived, 
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As eeeh of the youth became conscious of the presence 
of God in their lives, their wills begen to tnke sides 
with their conflicting netures. Augustine, ths passion-~ 
ete youth, fought against bodily lust; while Braneis, 
the pureemindsé lover of natura, etruggled with ais 
pride and hie abhorrence of lepers. Like the parables 
of Jesus, neither coule they put o new poten on the old 
garment nor put now wine in the o14 bottles-- 6 mew life 
WAS Recegsarye Obseciance to tne will end complete ree 
munciaticn of all worlcly desires were the meane by 
whieh either of them found peace end rest. For Augustine, 
renunciction meant yielding every thing and following 
en entirely new path. While for Fronsis it signified 
giving up those earthly things waieh endangered his 
ideel of husility. Instecd ef renowneing nis lov> 
fer neture, Frencis regarded 1% as a gift of God and 
es e suiteble home for iuim, 

Aeguatine's final conversion cams suddonly, . 
however ony after long years of invonse sirugele 
vetween conflieting wills, Freneia’ decisions were 
mede gradually as the demencs of a fuller vision 
of services appeared to sim, Francis slso desirad 
Lo Obey the commande of God in absolute Literalness,. 

the willingness of Francis to accept the 
truth oo it came, enebled him to take shortecuts to 


hie finel decision; while the dstermination to teat 
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and prove Goa led Augustine for afield ond drew out 
the etrucgle over a period of fifteen long years. 
With the almost m raculoue gift of strength 
and will power to break owey from him the ehains of 


"rioting end drunkenness" of "“ehambering and wantoness" 


whieh burned him in the mire of the flesh, Augustine 
in the gerden seized and "put on tie whele armour 
of God," whieh tue mighty Ohristier warrior wore to 
his death,! 

&s Francis, the singer of tie Hillis and the 
lover of poor won waited andprayed for tie vommands 
of nis Crieified Christ, his sensitive soul over- 
flowed witn tae apirit of Jesus, As tie cloak of 
earthly eares seni desires fell from his hesrt, 80 
wee Francis free to clothe his naked soul with the 
mentle of living love and Chriet-liks compassion, 
Stas it is thet tae little poor brother's seul most 


nearly resembles tuct of Jesus Christ. 


1. Confessions, Book VIII, (12) 


: f a : 


ae y 


BIGLiGuhar is 


i & i re % fill eu gt i LG ey 
1. Gertrand, Loule ; Saint aucustin 


Be. Appleton ond Company, Hew York 1924 


2e Confessions of Sty Augustine, (transl«ted by % 3. Pasay) 
Syeryman'ea Library, % Fe button end oc 


ew fork 


30 Hermask, AGoltt: tmennatieias, Confessions of St+sugustine 


Ge #2, Latham's seme, sow Tork 


4¢ Seheff, Psilip » i4fe and Lebors of 5%, Auguctine 


Ckerlas Seritner's Sons, iew York 1854 


de SOlilegues of Bt. Augustine, (iranslated by Kone &.Cleveland) 


Little, Sbrow anc Gompeny, Boston Gi916 


mGios Sesucia of desist | 
1. CGhenterton, Gilbert 2. : Saint freneis of Assisi 


Goose H, Doren Company, Hew fork 


24 Guthbert, Father : Life of St. francis of Assisi 


Longuunes, GYcen anc Goapuny, New York 1927 


Se 6oavison, {lien Seott t forerunners of Salat Praneis 


Houghton wmitflin Company, Boston 1927 


4, Jdéergenvon, Johsnnes : saint freueis of assisi 
(transleted by Pe Ue. Conor Slowme) 


Longuene, Urogn ond Company, jliew York 1912 


$s Leathem, Willidew Hd. : Life of St, franeie of Acoisi 
| Jemos Clarke end Compeny, London 


6» Sabatior, Poul ; Life of St. freneis of aveisi 


Ghserles Seribner's Bons, Hor York 19°26 


Je Salvetorelli, taigi: The Life of St, Praneia of Assisi 
(translated by Alfred A, Knog?) 


Alfred A, Anopf, ew ork 1926 


Shares distor: | 
1, Hermack, adolf s distory of ogee 
| Little, Grows anc Company, Boston 1960 
2 Ssnaf?, Philip : Bistory of tie Carlstian Chursh 
| Cherles Seribucr' bonus, ew York i725 
3. Walker, Willisten : A History of the Christien Church 


Gierles Scrloner's gous, baw York 1926 


” ae - “Se ff aes 


hag 
in| 


de 


@ ¢ 


Date Due 


ANI U0 


1 4719 01785 3765 


